LUZERNE COUNTY COUNCIL
SPECIAL VOTING SESSION
Video/Teleconference via TEAMS
May 22, 2020
5:00 PM
5:00PM CALL TO ORDER
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND MOMENT OF SILENCE
ROLL CALL
ADOPTION OF SPECIAL VOTING SESSION AGENDA
MOTION TO SUSPEND BYLAWS REGARDING THE REQUIREMENT A MAJORITY OF THOSE
PARTICIPATING IN THE MEETING MUST BE PHYSICALLY PRESENT AT THE MEETING.
MOTION TO SUSPEND BYLAWS REGARDING THE CONDUCT OF PUBLIC MEETINGS TO THE
EXTENT THAT THE CURRENT FORMAT IS INCONSISTENT WITH THE TERM OF THE MANAGER’S
EMERGENCY DECLARATION.
PUBLIC COMMENT ON SPECIAL VOTING SESSION AGENDA ITEM
This is an opportunity for members of the public to address the Council on the matter listed
on the Agenda. Please refer to the Public Meetings Online page of County’s Website at
https://www.luzernecounty.org/1279/Public-Meetings-Online for more information on
how to participate in Public Comment via technology.
AGENDA ITEM – COUNTY COUNCIL
1. Motion to approve letter to Governor Wolf requesting a review and reconsideration of the
current color status of Luzerne County prior to June 4, 2020
PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS
This is an opportunity for members of the public to address the Council on matters not
listed on the Agenda but which must be within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Council.
Please refer to the Public Meetings Online page of County’s Website at
https://www.luzernecounty.org/1279/Public-Meetings-Online for more information on
how to participate in Public Comment via technology.
ADJOURNMENT
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May 22 , 2020
The Honorable Tom Wolf
Governor of Pennsylvania
Room 225 Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120
RE:

Luzerne County Movement to Yellow Phase

Dear Governor Wolf:
As the COVID-19 virus hit the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Luzerne County was
particularly impacted, rising at one point to the 5th highest number of positive cases in the
Commonwealth. Faced with these dire consequences, the citizens of Luzerne County answered
the call by following your “Stay Home/Stay Safe” orders in an effort to flatten the curve and to
protect their neighbors and community. As more fully stated below, Luzerne County is now at
the point where a safe reopening should be considered.
This communication is to request that your office and the Department of Health review and
reconsider the current color status of Luzerne County prior to June 4, 2020.
In preparation for moving to the yellow phase Luzerne County is prepared to continue protecting
the health and wellbeing of its citizens and minimize the risk of further COVID spread. This can
be addressed by reviewing the plan below that addresses Statistics, Testing Capability, Medical
Capability, Readiness of the Business Community, the Responsibility of its Citizens and
Enforcement of Violations.
Luzerne County is committed to reopening our businesses in the safest and most responsible way
so that we do not cause a spike in positive cases that would cause us to divert back to the red
phase. Our business owners need to reopen and revive our County economy. Luzerne County
businesses value their employees and have a vested interest in their health and well-being, and are
ready to follow proper CDC, OSHA and recommended PPE guidelines.
The County’s position is complementary to Governor Wolf’s “Process to Reopening Plan” and
the White House’s “Opening Up America Again” guidance. Local government has the best ability
to create strategies relevant to the unique needs of that community. Most importantly, all of our
communities, no matter the size, are stronger when we collaborate. We are confident that Luzerne
County is made up and led by a community of problem-solvers who can come together to address
the challenges facing us with the cooperation, guidance and assistance of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania.
The County submits the following to assist in your determination:
____________________________________________________________
Luzerne County Courthouse • 200 North River Street • Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 18711
voice 570.825.1500 fax 570.825.9343 tdd 570.825.1860

STATISTICS
Luzerne County’s positive COVID-19 cases are quickly and consistently trending downward
Utilizing Governor Tom Wolf’s Process to Reopening Plan, a target goal for moving to the
Yellow Phase has been set at having fewer than 50 new confirmed cases per 100,000 residents
reported in the previous 14 days. Luzerne County has a population of approximately 317,000
citizens. Therefore, to meet this criteria, Luzerne County must have less than 158 cases within
the previous 2 weeks.
A review of the Luzerne County positive cases shows a strong downward trend and currently
shows that between May 6 and May 19, the County had 274 new cases over this two-week
period. This places Luzerne County at approximately 86 new confirmed cases per 100,000
residents. While this number is admittedly higher than the 50 that is being sought, this number is
significantly down from the over 414 new cases that the County was hit with just a month ago.

Total 14-day COVID-19 case totals
per 100,000 Luzerne County residents
450
400
350
300
250
200
150
100
50

14-Jun

7-Jun

31-May

24-May

17-May

10-May

3-May

26-Apr

19-Apr

12-Apr

5-Apr

29-Mar

22-Mar

15-Mar

0

Based on the above statistics, Luzerne County has heeded the call and adhered to the quarantine.
The County sees no reason why this downward trend would not continue in the upcoming few
days and therefore, based on the above, Luzerne County is on track to warrant a reopening.
In addition, as noted by the state statistics, Luzerne County has a significant number of cases in
our local Nursing Home facilities. Unfortunately, the patients in these facilities are the most
vulnerable to the coronavirus. However, we are committed to assisting them and have provided
PPE and hand sanitizer to protect the residents and employees.
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TESTING CAPABILITY
Luzerne County has the necessary testing capabilities to assist its citizens
Currently, Luzerne County has 10 COVID-19 testing sites including the Mass Testing Site set
and staffed by the Department of Health, Pennsylvania National Guard and the Pennsylvania
Emergency Management Agency at the Mohegan Sun Arena. These testing sites have proven to
be extremely successful and accessible. Currently, these sites are under capacity and have the
ability to quickly accommodate any citizen of Northeastern Pennsylvania who shows symptoms.
Even when the mass testing site at the Mohegan Sun Arena closes, the other testing locations in
Luzerne County are prepared to meet the demands of testing should a surge occur. Luzerne
County is well equipped to provide the necessary testing to its citizens.

MEDICAL CAPABILITY
Healthcare system capability remains within current and forecasted surge capacity
Luzerne County enjoys the services of three major healthcare networks as well as many
independent medical providers. Our healthcare system networks, Geisinger, Lehigh Valley
Health Care and Commonwealth Health operate the County’s four hospitals. These healthcare
networks have been a key partner to the County throughout the pandemic, providing
recommendations and support.
Our healthcare providers are confident that they have the ability and capability to handle cases
that arise. Our Hospitals are not at capacity and are resuming elective surgery. Regional hospital
beds, ICU beds, ventilators and Personal Protective Equipment are all available within each
healthcare system.
Dr. Julio Ramos, the President of the Luzerne Medical Society, stated that the Society had a
meeting and are in support of a plan to move the County from red to yellow as long as the
County's population continues to adhere to strict CDC guidelines such as social distancing and
hand washing.
The Luzerne County Health Crisis Team has been meeting virtually on a weekly basis since the
end of March. The Health Care Community has done outstanding work in planning and
implementing procedures to combat the virus. The facilities have the necessary PPE, equipment,
and outstanding staff to battle this disease. They are currently able to begin to phase-in surgeries
and procedures that had been postponed. The providers are great partners with the county and
will continue to work with our community and citizens.
The County’s robust medical community has pivoted to address the virus and is prepared and
able to handle any potential future surges.

3

READINESS OF THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY
Local Businesses will take the “Luzerne County Pledge” for safety
The Luzerne County business community is ready to take the necessary steps to open and keep
their patrons safe. Our 4 Chambers of Commerce have partnered with Luzerne County to create
a website where a business can review all Federal, CDC and State guidelines as well as find
vendors for the purchase of personal protective equipment. The website is
LuzerneCountyReady.org. Upon review each business will take the “LUZERNE COUNTY
PLEDGE” that they have read and will comply with the necessary safety precautions. This
pledge will be posted in the front window of each store showing citizens their commitment.
Pre-pandemic, the Luzerne County economy showed steady growth. A safe reopening of
Luzerne County will support our small businesses, get residents back to work, and will get the
County back to moving forward economically.
RESPONSIBILITY OF CITIZENS
Luzerne County’s citizens have taken and will continue to take safety seriously
Luzerne County’s success in fighting this pandemic can be traced to one major factor – the
cooperation, diligence and sacrifice of the Luzerne County citizen. Only a month ago, Luzerne
County’s positive coronavirus numbers were some of the highest in state. These numbers saw a
rapid decline once the severity of the virus became evident. Public gatherings, holiday
celebrations, and scholastic events were cancelled in the call for public safety. The hard
decisions and time spent in quarantine have paid dividends for the health of all Luzerne County
citizens.
Should Luzerne County move to the Yellow Phase, this persistence and conscientiousness will
continue by its citizens. They have been made aware of the concerns, have listened, and are
ready to continue to do what it takes to defeat this virus even in the next phase.
ENFORCEMENT OF VIOLATIONS
Luzerne County municipalities stand ready to assist where necessary
Each Luzerne County municipality has empowered its police and code enforcement to take the
steps necessary to maintain the safety and security of its citizens. The City of Hazleton showed
the determination of the leaders of Luzerne County by enforcing a curfew that contributed to
Hazleton’s drop in positive cases. Our District Attorney’s office has an Assistant District
Attorney on duty at all times to assist with answering legal questions pertaining to the criminal
aspect of any offense. All business owners will be aware that the Governor has the tools, other
than criminal citations, to enforce the emergency order.
In conclusion, Luzerne County has arguably come the farthest of any County in regard to this
virus. We have worked hard and finally see a light at the end of the tunnel. For the reasons
stated above, please consider moving Luzerne County to the Yellow phase.
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