LUZERNE COUNTY COUNCIL
WORK SESSION
February 13, 2018
Council Meeting Room
Luzerne County Courthouse
200 N. River Street
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING VOTING SESSION

WORK SESSION CALL TO ORDER
ROLL CALL
ADDITIONS TO/DELETIONS FROM WORK SESSION AGENDA
ADOPTION OF WORK SESSION AGENDA
AGENDA ITEMS – COUNTY MANAGER
1. Receive and discuss January Division Reports ..................................................... pages 1-22
2. Discussion regarding resolution approving the settlement of pending
litigation in the matter of Moser (Simon) v. Luzerne County ............................ pages 23-25
3. Discussion regarding resolution approving the settlement of pending
litigation in the matter of Lacey v. Chacke v. Area Agency on Aging ................ pages 26-28
4. Discussion regarding resolution designating the County Manager,
Director of Operations and/or the County Engineer as Authorized
Signatory for Execution of Documents, Notices, Required Exhibits
and Management of Projects through the Pennsylvania Department
of Transportation’s Reimbursement Agreement System (RAS)……………………….pages 29-30
5. Discussion regarding resolution authorizing the County Manager to execute
a Lease Agreement between Luzerne County Department of Human Services
and McCarthy Realty for Children and Youth and the Area Agency on Aging .. pages 31-35
6. Discussion regarding resolution authorizing Farmland Preservation Board
to execute the Agreement for the Sale and Purchase of an Agricultural
Conservation Easement ..................................................................................... pages 36-49

AGENDA ITEMS – COUNTY COUNCIL
7. Presentation - Update on Opioid Programs and Prevention
(Steve Ross, D&A Program Administrator)……………………………………………………..……page 50
8. Discussion regarding resolution urging the passage of Reclaim
(Revitalizing the Economy of Coal Communities by Leveraging Local Activities
and Investing More Act of 2017) ACT – H.R. 1731
(Robert E. Hughes, Executive Director, Eastern PA Coalition for Abandoned Mine
Reclamation - EPCAMR)………………………………………………..….……………….....………pages 51-88
9. Discussion regarding Tax Increment Financing ................................................. pages 89-90
10. Ethics Training Update (Romilda Crocamo)
 February 26, 2018 at EMA Building from 5:30-7:00 PM
11. Reports of Council Committees
a. Authorities, Boards, & Commissions (Kelleher, Schnee, Saidman)
b. Budget, Finance, Audit (McGinley, Houck, Perry)
c. Legislative (Haas, Urban, Saidman)
d. Real Estate (Waitkus, Schnee, Vough)
e. Strategic Initiatives (Houck, Brominski, Waitkus)
f. Ad Hoc County Code Review (Houck, Kelleher, McGinley)
g. Blighted Property Committee (Haas)
PUBLIC COMMENT
This is an opportunity for members of the public to address the Council on matters not
listed on the Agenda, but which must be within the subject matter jurisdiction of the
Council. Speakers are requested to submit a Speaker Card before the first speaker is called
and to limit individual comments to three (3) minutes. Speakers may not yield or transfer
their time to another speaker.
ADJOURNMENT
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AGENDA SUBMITTAL TO LUZERNE COUNTY COUNCIL

ITEM TITLE
A Resolution Approving a Settlement in the Matter
of Moser (Simon) v. Luzerne County
Dept:
Contact:

COUNCIL MEETING
DATE

AGENDA
NUMBER

February 13, 2018

Luzerne County Office of Law
Romilda P. Crocamo, Esq.

Phone:
570-825-1598

SUMMARY:
The attorney for Plaintiffs and Defendant, Luzerne County, have engaged in settlement
discussions in the above-captioned litigation. After an accident occurred on County maintained
property, Melissa Moser filed a Complaint against Luzerne County with the Luzerne County
Court of Common Pleas, alleging negligence and personal injury claims on behalf of her son,
then a minor.
The settlement offer of
$
has been made and is subject to the terms of
the Luzerne County Home Rule Charter. County Council has the power to accept or reject.

FINANCING:
No additional funds are required for the implementation of this resolution with the
exception of any outstanding funds due and owing for payment of the insurance deductible.
DISCUSSION:
In 2014, Ms. Moser took her children to Seven Tubs Nature Area to fish. After arrival,
Ms. Moser’s children began playing on a concrete barrier near the parking lot. The barrier
allegedly fell on Ms. Moser’s 14 year old son causing injuries.
Ms. Moser filed a negligence and personal injury action against Luzerne County in
October of 2014. This litigation has been ongoing for the past 4 years. It is alleged that the
child sustained permanent injuries.
ALTERNATIVES:
Council may choose not to approve settlement.
effectuated, litigation will continue in this matter.

In the event settlement is not

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT: None.
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RESOLUTION R-2018LUZERNE COUNTY COUNCIL
A Resolution by the Luzerne County Council Approving the Settlement of Pending Litigation
in the Matter of Moser (Simon) v. Luzerne County
WHEREAS, Section 4.07 B3 of the Luzerne County Home Rule Charter Provides that
County Manager shall have the authority to recommend the settlement of litigation involving the
County, subject to the approval of County Council; and
WHEREAS, Section 2.09 B5 of the Luzerne County Home Rule Charter provides that
County Council shall have the power to approve, by resolution adopted by a majority vote of the
Council members, any recommendation by the County Manager to settle litigation involving the
County; and
WHEREAS, the subject litigation stems from an accident on County maintained property
occurring on May 13, 2014, causing alleged injuries to the child of the Plaintiff, Melissa Moser;
and
WHEREAS, Ms. Moser instituted this litigation action against Luzerne County in
October, 2014, by filing with the Luzerne County Court of Common Pleas (Case. No. 201412099); and
WHEREAS, Melissa Moser desires to settle their claims against Luzerne County;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Luzerne County Council approves the
settlement of pending litigation for all claims asserted by Melissa Moser in the matter of Moser
(Simon) v. Luzerne County in the amount of $
. This settlement is a full and complete
settlement of any and all claims Melissa Moser has against Luzerne County that arise out of the
accident involving Ms. Moser’s son occurring on May 13, 2014.
This resolution shall become effective six days after adoption.
ADOPTED at a meeting of the Luzerne County Council held February , 2018.
ROLL CALL VOTE:
AYESNAYS-

LUZERNE COUNTY COUNCIL
By:___________________________
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Tim McGinley, Chair
Attest:________________________
Sharon Lawrence, Clerk of Council
______________________________
C. David Pedri, Esquire
County Manager
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AGENDA SUBMITTAL TO LUZERNE COUNTY COUNCIL

ITEM TITLE
A Resolution Approving a Settlement in the matter
of Lacey v. Chacke v. Area Agency on Aging
Dept:
Contact:

COUNCIL MEETING
DATE

AGENDA
NUMBER

February 13, 2018

Luzerne County Office of Law
Romilda P. Crocamo, Esq.

Phone:
570-825-1598

SUMMARY:
The attorney for Plaintiffs and Defendant, Luzerne County Area Agency on Aging, have
engaged in settlement discussions in the above-captioned litigation. After a car accident
occurred between Doreen Chacke, ex-employee of the Agency, and Mark Lacey, deceased, the
Estate of Mr. Lacey filed for litigation with the Luzerne County Court of Common Pleas, alleging
negligence and wrongful death. Luzerne County was added as an additional defendant in May
of 2014.
The settlement offer of
$
has been made and is subject to the terms of
the Luzerne County Home Rule Charter. County Council has the power to accept or reject.

FINANCING:
No additional funds are required for the implementation of this resolution with the
exception of any outstanding funds that may be due and owing for payment of the insurance
deductible.
DISCUSSION:
In 2012, Ms. Chacke was a case worker for the Area Agency on Aging. On November
28, 2012, Ms. Chacke was on her way home from a nursing home when she was in a collision
with Mr. Mark Lacey. Mr. Lacey was pronounced deceased at the scene.
The Estate of Mark Lacey filed a negligence and wrongful death action against Ms.
Chacke in January of 2014. In May of 2014, Ms. Chacke added the Agency as an additional
defendant in the matter. This litigation has been ongoing for the past 4 years. Trial was set for
February 5, 2018, but has been continued until April to allow for proposed settlement approval.
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Luzerne County Council Agenda Submittal
Lacey v. Chacke v. Area Agency Aging
Date: COUNCIL MEETING DATE 2/13/2018 - Page 2

ALTERNATIVES:
Council may choose not to approve settlement.
effectuated, litigation will continue for this matter.

In the event settlement is not

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:
Area Agency on Aging.
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RESOLUTION R-2018LUZERNE COUNTY COUNCIL
A Resolution by the Luzerne County Council Approving the Settlement of Pending Litigation
in the Matter of Lacey v. Chacke v. Area Agency on Aging
WHEREAS, Section 4.07 B3 of the Luzerne County Home Rule Charter Provides that County
Manager shall have the authority to recommend the settlement of litigation involving the County, subject
to the approval of County Council; and
WHEREAS, Section 2.09 B5 of the Luzerne County Home Rule Charter provides that County
Council shall have the power to approve, by resolution adopted by a majority vote of the Council
members, any recommendation by the County Manager to settle litigation involving the County; and
WHEREAS, the subject litigation stems from a car accident occurring on November 28, 2012,
between ex-employee of the Area Agency on Aging, Ms. Doreen Chacke, and Mr. Mark Lacey
(Deceased); and
WHEREAS, Luzerne County was added as an additional defendant in this litigation action
against Ms. Chacke in May, 2014, by a writ filed by Ms. Chacke’s Attorney with the Luzerne County
Court of Common Pleas (Case No. 2014-334); and
WHEREAS, the parties wish to settle this matter.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Luzerne County Council approves the settlement
of pending litigation for all claims asserted by Doreen Chacke and Erie Insurance in the matter of Lacey
v. Chacke v. Area Agency on Aging in the amount of
. This settlement is a full and complete
settlement of any and all claims Doreen Chacke has against Luzerne County that arises out of the car
accident between Ms. Chacke and Mr. Lacey on November 28, 2012.
This resolution shall become effective six days after adoption.
ADOPTED at a meeting of the Luzerne County Council held February

, 2018.

ROLL CALL VOTE:
AYESNAYSLUZERNE COUNTY COUNCIL
By:___________________________
Tim McGinley, Chair
Attest:________________________
Sharon Lawrence, Clerk of Council
______________________________
C. David Pedri, Esquire
County Manager
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AGENDA SUBMITTAL TO LUZERNE COUNTY COUNCIL
ITEM TITLE
Resolution to designate the County Manager, the
Director of Operational Services and/or the County
Engineer as authorized signatory for execution of
documents, notices, required exhibits and
management of projects through PennDOT’s
Reimbursement Agreement System (RAS).
Engineering Dept.
Dept:
Lawrence Plesh, P.E.
Contact:
570-825-1631
Phone:

COUNCIL MEETING
DATE
February 13, 2018

AGENDA
NUMBER

SUMMARY:
This resolution will allow the County Manager, Director of Operations and/or the County
Engineer signatory power for execution of documents, notices, required exhibits and
management of projects through PennDOT’s Reimbursement Agreement System (RAS).
FINANCING:
No funds are required for this resolution.
DISCUSSION:
Luzerne County has authorized construction and service agreements with the
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) almost every year since the beginning
of the department’s inception. The County makes the payments to the contractor once
PennDOT reimburses the County for the amount of the application for payment. A separate
Reimbursement Agreement is signed between the County and PennDOT for the total amount of
the contract. Currently, all contacts with PennDOT are handled electronically through the
PennDOT’s
Engineering
and
Construction
Management
System
(ECMS)
for
contraction/services contracts and Reimbursement Agreement System (RAS) for funding
reimbursement. This resolution will allow the County Manager, Director of Operations and/or
the County Engineer signatory power for execution of documents, notices, required exhibits and
management of projects related to RAS.
ALTERNATIVES:
The County Council may elect not to approve the resolution. Luzerne County will lose
the power to quickly and easily handle management and funding reimbursement for
transportation related projects funded by PennDOT.
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RESOLUTION R-2018-___
LUZERNE COUNTY COUNCIL
A Resolution by the Luzerne County Council Designating the County Manager, Director of Operations
and/or the County Engineer as Authorized Signatory for Execution of Documents, Notices, Required
Exhibits and Management of Projects through the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation’s
Reimbursement Agreement System (RAS).
WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) has implemented and
requires the use of its Reimbursement Agreement System (RAS) via the Engineering Construction
Management System (ECMS) for all agreements; and
WHEREAS, Luzerne County currently is a party to such agreements and anticipates continued
participation in such agreements as owner of bridges throughout the Luzerne County; and
WHEREAS, all statement of interest, bid, notifications, awards, contracts, and agreements to be
entered and authorized electronically in RAS via ECMS with no signature line but rather only electric
acknowledgement of acceptance; and
WHEREAS, there will be no physical agreements and documents presented before County
Council for execution; and
WHEREAS, all notifications, selections, awards, agreements, and contract executions requiring
approval by County Council will be presented as a motion to be approved during a regular public
meeting; and
WHEREAS, the County Council desires to authorize the County Manger, Director of
Operations, and/or the County Engineer to execute all electronic paperwork upon such approval;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Luzerne County Council does approve the
designation of the County Manager, the Director of Operational Services and/or the County Engineer as
authorized signatory for execution of documents, notices, required exhibits and management of projects
through PennDOT’s Reimbursement Agreement System (RAS).
This resolution shall become effective six days after adoption.
ADOPTED at a meeting of the Luzerne County Council held on this the ____ day of
________________________, 2018.
ROLL CALL VOTE:
AYESNAYSLUZERNE COUNTY COUNCIL

By:___________________________
Tim McGinley, Chair
Attest:________________________
Sharon Lawrence, Clerk of Council
______________________________
C. David Pedri, Esq.
County Manager
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AGENDA SUBMITTAL TO LUZERNE COUNTY COUNCIL
ITEM TITLE
Approve a Resolution authorizing the County
Manager to execute a lease amendment with,
McCarthy Realty for property to be used by
Children and Youth and the Luzerne / Wyoming
Area Agency on Aging.
Luzerne County Children and Youth
Dept:
Joanne Van Saun, Executive Director
Contact:
570-826-8710
Phone:

COUNCIL MEETING
DATE

AGENDA
NUMBER

February 13, 2018

DEPARTMENTAL RECOMMENDATION:
The Luzerne County Department of Children and Youth recommends Council approve a
Resolution authorizing the County Manager to execute the attached lease amendment with
McCarthy Realty for the property at 93-97 North St., Wilkes-Barre, to be used as Office Space
by C & Y and the AAA for the period January 1, 2018 through December 31, 2022. The monthly
rental cost for the total space will be $25,428.54 for the period of January 1, 2018 through
December 31, 2020; and $26,191.60 for the period of January 1, 2021 through December 31,
2022.
SUMMARY:
C & Y and AAA currently occupy the abovementioned location under two lease agreements,
currently on a month to month agreement. C & Y and AAA wish to continue leasing the existing
property for the period January 1, 2018 to December 31, 2022 to provide office space for both
C & Y and AAA.
FINANCING:
The lease is paid by both C & Y and AAA.
Luzerne County Children and Youth’s s state and federal allocation reimburses at a rate of
80%.
DISCUSSION:
This amendment provides office spaces in close proximity to the other Human services, court
house, and service providers.
ALTERNATIVES:
Council could choose not to adopt the resolution. This is not recommended as it would require
C & Y and AAA to find new office space that potentially could have a negative impact on
consumers.
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Luzerne County Council Agenda Submittal
Children and Youth Lease Amendment
Date: Work Session of August 11,2015 - Page 2

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:
The Area Agency on Aging
The Office of Law
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RESOLUTION R-2018-_____
LUZERNE COUNTY COUNCIL
A Resolution of the Luzerne County Council Authorizing the County Manager to Execute a
Lease Agreement Between Luzerne County Department of Human Services McCarthy Realty
for Children and Youth and the Area Agency on Aging
WHEREAS, Luzerne County Council has authority to approve of all leases concerning
real property; and
WHEREAS, the Department of Human Services has been leasing space for Children and
Youth and the Area Agency on Aging from McCarthy Realty; and
WHEREAS, both parties would like to extend this lease until December 31, 2022; and
WHEREAS, the monthly rental cost for the total space will be $25,428.54 for the period
of January 1, 2018 through December 31, 2020; and $26,191.60 for the period of January 1,
2021 through December 31, 2022;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Luzerne County Council authorizes the
County Manager to execute the Lease Agreement between McCarthy Realty and the Luzerne
County Department of Human Services.
This Resolution shall become effective 6 days after adoption.
ADOPTED at a meeting of Luzerne County Council held on __________________, 2018.

LUZERNE COUNTY COUNCIL
By:___________________________
Tim McGinley
Chair
ATTEST:______________________
Sharon Lawrence
Clerk of Council
______________________________
C. David Pedri
County Manager
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AGENDA SUBMITTAL TO LUZERNE COUNTY COUNCIL
ITEM TITLE
Approval of Agreement for the Sale of an
Agricultural Conservation Easement
Planning Department
Dept:
James Ferry
Contact:
570-825-1560
Phone:

COUNCIL MEETING
DATE
February 13, 2018

AGENDA
NUMBER

SUMMARY: Luzerne County has a Farmland Preservation Program, created by Ordinance
pursuant to the terms of the Agricultural Area Security Law P.L. 128, No. 43, June 30, 1981 (3
P.S. Section 901-915) as amended. The Farmland Preservation Board, whose members are
appointed by the County Council, has oversight of the Program under the County Ordinance.
The Board seeks Council’s approval of the Agreement for the Sale of an Agricultural Easement
to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and a County [Luzerne] Jointly in Perpetuity with the
property owners, Gary Rinehimer and Randi Rinehimer for the purchase price of $380,970.00.
Of that sum, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture will pay
$371,064.78. Luzerne County will pay $9,905.22
FINANCING:
Luzerne County will contribute $9,905.22 for a 2.6% joint interest in the easement. The
source of the Luzerne County funds is the account holding the interest collected on Clean and
Green Tax abatements that have been recovered by the County Assessors upon
disqualification of a property that had been granted an abatement. Interest so recovered can
only be used for the purchase of farmland preservation easements pursuant to the State law
that created the Clean and Green real estate tax abatement program.
The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture will contribute $371,064.78 for a 97.4%
joint interest. Luzerne County will contribute $9,905.22 for a 2.6% joint interest in the easement.
All expenses incurred by the County related to the purchase of these easements are
reimbursed by the Department of Agriculture.
DISCUSSION:
The County Charter provides that any contracts related to the County conveying or
receiving any interest in real estate requires a vote by Council. Under the terms of the contract
before Council with the Rinehimers, Luzerne County will receive a 2.6% interest to be held
jointly with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in consideration for the payment of $9,905.22.
Council’s approval will authorize the County Farmland Preservation Board to close the
real estate transaction, and secure, along with the Commonwealth, a farmland preservation
easement that will preserve the agricultural use and nature of the Rinehimer farm, protect vital
farmlands within the County, and support farming as a way of life, source of employment, and
economic resource.
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Luzerne County Council Agenda Submittal
Agricultural Agreement of Sale
Date: FEBRUARY 13, 2018 - Page 2

ALTERNATIVES:
The County Council may elect not to approve this agreement. The Department of
Agriculture funds that are currently encumbered for the Rinehimer easement purchase may
become unavailable to Luzerne County. If the County does not apply the funds accumulated
from the recovery of interest on Clean and Green tax abatements that are rescinded and
collected by the tax assessor’s office, the applicable state law requires that those funds be
turned over to the Department of Agriculture for its use in purchasing easements in other
counties.
OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:
The Luzerne County Farmland Preservation Board, the Luzerne Conservation District,
which provides administrative services for the County program, the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania Agricultural Land Preservation Board, and the Department of Agriculture, Bureau
of Farmland Preservation.
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RESOLUTION R-2018-_____
LUZERNE COUNTY COUNCIL
A Resolution of the Luzerne County Council Authorizing Farmland Preservation Board to execute the
Agreement for the Sale and Purchase of an Agricultural Conservation Easement
WHEREAS, Luzerne County has a Farmland Preservation Program, created by Ordinance
pursuant to the terms of the Agricultural Area Security Law P.L. 128, No. 43, June 30, 1981 (3 P.S.
Section 901-915) as amended ; and
WHEREAS, the Farmland Preservation Board, whose members are appointed by County
Council, has oversight of the Farmland Preservation Program under the County Ordinance; and
WHEREAS, Luzerne County Council has authority to approve all real estate transactions
concerning property in which Luzerne County would acquire an interest; and
WHEREAS, the Farmland Preservation Board seeks County Council’s approval of the attached
Agreement of Sale of an Agricultural Easement pertaining to 169.32 acres of land situate in
Hollenback Township, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania owned by Gary Rinehimer and Randi
Rinehimer; and
WHEREAS, the State Board and County Board seek an agricultural conservation easement in the
subject land pursuant to the Agricultural Area Security Law P.L. 128, No. 43, June 30, 1981 (3 P.S.
Section 901-915) as amended; and
WHEREAS, the execution of the Agreement will preserve the agricultural use and nature of the
subject farmlands, protect vital farmlands within the County, and support farming as a way of life,
source of employment, and economic resource.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Luzerne County Council authorizes the County
Farmland Preservation Board to execute the Agreement for the Sale and Purchase of an Agricultural
Conservation Easement to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and a County Jointly in Perpetuity.
This Resolution shall become effective six days after adoption.
ROLL CALL VOTE:
AYESNAYSADOPTED at a meeting of Luzerne County Council held on __________________, 2018.

LUZERNE COUNTY COUNCIL
By:___________________________
Tim McGinley, Chair
ATTEST:______________________
Sharon Lawrence, Clerk of Council
______________________________
C. David Pedri, Esq. County Manager
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LUZERNE/WYOMING COUNTIES DRUG AND ALCOHOL PROGRAM
COUNCIL

WYOMING COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

TIM MCGINLEY, CHAIR
EUGENE KELLLEHER, VICE-CHAIR
EDWARD A. BROMINSKI
SHEILA SAIDMAN, ESQ.
CHRIS PERRY
HARRY HAAS
STEPHEN A. URBAN
LINDA MCCLOSKY HOUCK
MATTHEW VOUGH
JANE WALSH WAITKUS
ROBERT SCHNEE

THOMAS S. HENRY, CHAIRMAN
JUDY KRAFT MEAD
RONALD P. WILLIAMS
WILLIAM GAYLORD
Chief Clerk

STEVEN ROSS
ADMINISTRATOR

ANTHONY P. LITWIN, III
Solicitor

C. DAVID PEDRI, ESQ.
County Manager
SHARON LAWRENCE
Clerk of County Council

OPIOID EPIDEMIC UPDATE
2/1/2018

PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE
-What we have learned, what we have done, what we have planned

SOLUTION
-Short-Term - Saving Lives
-Intermediate – Treatment Options
-Long-Term – Prevention / Education

2018 INITIATIVES
-Naloxone (Narcan)
Awareness Efforts
Trainings
Availability
-Warm Hand-Off
Protocols with Hospital Emergency Rooms
-Luzerne County STOP Opiate Coalition
Stakeholder Group
Dashboard Project
Strategic Plan
Sub-Committees
-Prevention / Education Efforts
Initiatives targeted toward Aging population
Efforts targeted toward Schools
Efforts targeted toward Community
-MAT (Medication Assisted Treatment) Options
Methadone, Buprenorphine, Naltrexone
Best Practices
Pilot Projects
111 NORTH PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE – 2nd FLOOR – WILKES-BARRE, PA 18701-3505
Telephone: (570) 826-8790 – Fax Number (570) 826-3039 – TDD (570) 825-1860
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I

115TH CONGRESS
1ST SESSION

H. R. 1731

To amend the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 to
provide funds to States and Indian tribes for the purpose of promoting
economic revitalization, diversification, and development in economically
distressed communities through the reclamation and restoration of land
and water resources adversely affected by coal mining carried out before
August 3, 1977, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
MARCH 27, 2017
Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky (for himself, Mr. GRIFFITH, Mr. JENKINS of West
Virginia, Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, and Mr. CARTWRIGHT) introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Natural
Resources, and in addition to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned

SSpencer on DSK4SPTVN1PROD with BILLS

A BILL
To amend the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act
of 1977 to provide funds to States and Indian tribes
for the purpose of promoting economic revitalization, diversification, and development in economically distressed
communities through the reclamation and restoration of
land and water resources adversely affected by coal mining carried out before August 3, 1977, and for other
purposes.
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H1731

2
1

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
3
4

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Revitalizing the Econ-

5 omy of Coal Communities by Leveraging Local Activities
6 and Investing More Act of 2017’’ or the ‘‘RECLAIM Act
7 of 2017’’.
8
9

SEC. 2. ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION FOR COAL COUNTRY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title IV of the Surface Mining

10 Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1231
11 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end the following:
12

‘‘SEC. 416. ABANDONED MINE LAND ECONOMIC REVITAL-

13
14

IZATION.

‘‘(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section is to

15 promote economic revitalization, diversification, and devel16 opment in economically distressed mining communities
17 through the reclamation and restoration of land and water
18 resources adversely affected by coal mining carried out be19 fore August 3, 1977.
20

‘‘(b) IN GENERAL.—From amounts deposited into

21 the fund under section 401(b) before October 1, 2007, and
22 not otherwise appropriated to the extent such funds are

SSpencer on DSK4SPTVN1PROD with BILLS

23 available, $200,000,000 shall be made available to the
24 Secretary, without further appropriation, for each of fiscal
25 years 2017 through 2021 for distribution to States and
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3
1 Indian tribes in accordance with this section for reclama2 tion and restoration projects at sites identified as prior3 ities under section 403(a): Provided, That if less than
4 $200,000,000 is available in any fiscal year to the Sec5 retary, such remaining amount shall be made available to
6 the Secretary, without further appropriation, and such fis7 cal year shall end distributions made available under this
8 section.
9

‘‘(c) USE

OF

FUNDS

PRIORITY SITES.—Funds

FOR

10 distributed to a State or Indian tribe under subsection (d)
11 shall be used only for projects classified under the prior12 ities of section 403(a). In addition, if the project is classi13 fied under paragraph (3) of such section, the project also
14 must meet the following criteria:
15

‘‘(1) CONTRIBUTION

16

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT.—

SSpencer on DSK4SPTVN1PROD with BILLS

17

‘‘(A) IN

TO FUTURE ECONOMIC OR

GENERAL.—The

project, upon

18

completion of reclamation, is intended to create

19

favorable conditions for the economic develop-

20

ment of the project site or create favorable con-

21

ditions

22

through economic and community development

23

of the area in which the project is conducted.

24
25

that

promote

the

‘‘(B) DEMONSTRATION

general

welfare

OF CONDITIONS.—

Such conditions are demonstrated by—
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1

‘‘(i) documentation of the role of the

2

project in such area’s economic develop-

3

ment strategy or other economic and com-

4

munity development planning process;

5

‘‘(ii) any other documentation of the

6

planned economic and community use of

7

the project site after the primary reclama-

8

tion activities are completed, which may in-

9

clude contracts, agreements in principle, or

10

other evidence that, once reclaimed, the

11

site is reasonably anticipated to be used

12

for one or more industrial, commercial,

13

residential, agricultural, or recreational

14

purposes; or

15

‘‘(iii) any other documentation agreed

16

to by the State or Indian tribe that dem-

17

onstrates the project will meet the criteria

18

set forth in this subsection.

SSpencer on DSK4SPTVN1PROD with BILLS

19

‘‘(2) LOCATION

IN COMMUNITY AFFECTED BY

20

RECENT DECLINE IN MINING.—The

21

conducted in a community—

project will be

22

‘‘(A) that has been adversely affected eco-

23

nomically by a recent reduction in coal mining-

24

related activity, as demonstrated by employ-

25

ment data, per capita income, or other indica-
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5
1

tors of reduced economic activity attributable to

2

such reduction; or

3

‘‘(B)(i) that has historically relied on coal

4

mining for a substantial portion of its economy;

5

and

6

‘‘(ii) in which the economic contribution of

7

coal mining has significantly declined.

8

‘‘(3) STAKEHOLDER

9

‘‘(A) IN

GENERAL.—The

project has been

10

the subject of project planning under subsection

11

(g) and has been the focus of collaboration, in-

12

cluding partnerships, as appropriate, with inter-

13

ested persons or local organizations.

14

SSpencer on DSK4SPTVN1PROD with BILLS

COLLABORATION.—

‘‘(B) PUBLIC

NOTICE.—As

part of project

15

planning, the public has been notified and has

16

been given an opportunity to comment at a

17

public meeting convened in a community near

18

the proposed site.

19

‘‘(4) ELIGIBLE

APPLICANTS.—The

project has

20

been proposed by entities of State, local, county, or

21

tribal governments, or local organizations, and will

22

be approved and executed by State or tribal pro-

23

grams, approved under section 405 or referred to in

24

section 402(g)(8)(B), which may include subcon-

25

tracting project-related activities, as appropriate.
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6

SSpencer on DSK4SPTVN1PROD with BILLS

1

‘‘(d) DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.—

2

‘‘(1) UNCERTIFIED

3

‘‘(A) IN

STATES.—

GENERAL.—From

the amount

4

made available in subsection (b), the Secretary

5

shall distribute $195,000,000 annually for each

6

of fiscal years 2017 through 2021 to States and

7

Indian tribes that have a State or tribal pro-

8

gram approved under section 405 or are re-

9

ferred to in section 402(g)(8)(B), and have not

10

made a certification under section 411(a) in

11

which the Secretary has concurred, as follows:

12

‘‘(i) Four-fifths of such amount shall

13

be distributed based on the proportion of

14

the amount of coal historically produced in

15

each State or from the lands of each In-

16

dian tribe concerned before August 3,

17

1977.

18

‘‘(ii) One-fifth of such amount shall be

19

distributed based on the proportion of rec-

20

lamation fees paid during the period of fis-

21

cal years 2012 through 2016 for lands in

22

each State or lands of each Indian tribe

23

concerned.

24

‘‘(B) SUPPLEMENTAL

25

FUNDS.—Funds

dis-

tributed under this section—
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7
1

‘‘(i) shall be in addition to, and shall

2

not affect, the amount of funds distrib-

3

uted—

4

‘‘(I) to States and Indian tribes

5

under section 401(f); and

6

‘‘(II) to States and Indian tribes

7

that have made a certification under

8

section 411(a) in which the Secretary

9

has concurred, subject to the cap de-

10

scribed in section 402(i)(3); and

11

‘‘(ii) shall not reduce any funds dis-

12

tributed to a State or Indian tribe by rea-

13

son of the application of section 402(g)(8).

14
15

‘‘(2)

FUNDING

TO

CERTAIN

STATES AND INDIAN TRIBES.—

16

SSpencer on DSK4SPTVN1PROD with BILLS

ADDITIONAL

‘‘(A)

ELIGIBILITY.—From

the

amount

17

made available in subsection (b), the Secretary

18

shall distribute $5,000,000 annually for each of

19

the five fiscal years beginning with fiscal year

20

2017 to States and Indian tribes that have a

21

State program approved under section 405 and

22

have made a certification under section 411(a)

23

in which the Secretary has concurred.

24
25

‘‘(B) APPLICATION

FOR

FUNDS.—Using

the process in section 405(f), any State or In-
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1

dian tribe described in subparagraph (A) may

2

submit a grant application to the Secretary for

3

funds under this paragraph. The Secretary

4

shall review each grant application to confirm

5

that the projects identified in the application

6

for funding are eligible under subsection (c).

7

‘‘(C)

OF

FUNDS.—The

8

amount of funds distributed to each State or

9

Indian tribe under this paragraph shall be de-

10

termined by the Secretary based on the dem-

11

onstrated need for the funding to accomplish

12

the purpose of this section.

13

‘‘(3)

14

REALLOCATION

OF

UNCOMMITTED

FUNDS.—

15

‘‘(A) COMMITTED

DEFINED.—For

pur-

16

poses of this paragraph the term ‘committed’—

17

‘‘(i) means that funds received by the

18

SSpencer on DSK4SPTVN1PROD with BILLS

DISTRIBUTION

State or Indian tribe—

19

‘‘(I) have been exclusively applied

20

to or reserved for a specific project

21

and therefore are not available for any

22

other purpose; or

23

‘‘(II) have been expended or des-

24

ignated by the State or Indian tribe

25

for the completion of a project;
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9
1

‘‘(ii) includes use of any amount for

2

project planning under subsection (g); and

3

‘‘(iii) reflects an acknowledgment by

4

Congress that, based on the documentation

5

required under subsection (c)(2)(B), any

6

unanticipated delays to commit such funds

7

that are outside the control of the State or

8

Indian tribe concerned shall not affect its

9

allocations under this section.

10

‘‘(B) FISCAL

11

each of fiscal years 2020 and 2021, the Sec-

12

retary shall reallocate in accordance with sub-

13

paragraph (D) any amount available for dis-

14

tribution under this subsection that has not

15

been committed to eligible projects in the pre-

16

ceding 2 fiscal years, among the States and In-

17

dian tribes that have committed to eligible

18

projects the full amount of their annual alloca-

19

tion for the preceding fiscal year.

20

SSpencer on DSK4SPTVN1PROD with BILLS

YEARS 2020 AND 2021.—For

‘‘(C) FISCAL

YEAR 2022.—For

fiscal year

21

2022, the Secretary shall reallocate in accord-

22

ance with subparagraph (D) any amount avail-

23

able for distribution under this subsection that

24

has not been committed to eligible projects or

25

distributed under paragraph (1)(A), among the
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1

States and Indian tribes that have committed to

2

eligible projects the full amount of their annual

3

allocation for the preceding fiscal years.

SSpencer on DSK4SPTVN1PROD with BILLS

4

‘‘(D) AMOUNT

OF REALLOCATION.—The

5

amount reallocated to each State or Indian

6

tribe under each of subparagraphs (B) and (C)

7

shall be determined by the Secretary to reflect,

8

to the extent practicable—

9

‘‘(i) the proportion of unreclaimed eli-

10

gible lands and waters the State or Indian

11

tribe has in the inventory maintained

12

under section 403(c);

13

‘‘(ii) the average of the proportion of

14

reclamation fees paid for lands in each

15

State or lands of each Indian tribe con-

16

cerned; and

17

‘‘(iii) the proportion of coal mining

18

employment loss incurred in the State or

19

on lands of the Indian tribe, respectively,

20

as determined by the Mine Safety and

21

Health Administration, over the 5-year pe-

22

riod preceding the fiscal year for which the

23

reallocation is made.

24
25

‘‘(e) RESOLUTION OF SECRETARY’S CONCERNS; CONGRESSIONAL

•HR 1731 IH
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11
1 agree with a State or Indian tribe that a proposed project
2 meets the criteria set forth in subsection (c)—
3

‘‘(1) the Secretary and the State or tribe shall

4

meet and confer for a period of not more than 45

5

days to resolve the Secretary’s concerns, except that

6

such period may be shortened by the Secretary if the

7

Secretary’s concerns are resolved;

8

‘‘(2) during that period, at the State’s or In-

9

dian tribe’s request, the Secretary may consult with

10
11

‘‘(3) at the end of that period, if the Secretary’s

12

concerns are not resolved the Secretary shall provide

13

to the Committee on Natural Resources of the

14

House of Representatives and the Committee on En-

15

ergy and Natural Resources of the Senate an expla-

16

nation of the concerns and such project proposal

17

shall not be eligible for funds distributed under this

18

section.

19

‘‘(f) ACID MINE DRAINAGE TREATMENT.—

20

SSpencer on DSK4SPTVN1PROD with BILLS

any appropriate Federal agency; and

‘‘(1) IN

GENERAL.—Subject

to paragraph (2), a

21

State or Indian tribe that receives funds under this

22

section may use up to 30 percent of such funds as

23

necessary to supplement the State’s or tribe’s acid

24

mine drainage abatement and treatment fund estab-

25

lished under section 402(g)(6)(A), for future oper-
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1

ation and maintenance costs for the treatment of

2

acid mine drainage associated with the individual

3

projects funded under this section. A State or Indian

4

tribe shall specify the total funds allotted for such

5

costs in its application submitted under subsection

6

(d)(2)(B).

7

‘‘(2) CONDITION.—A State or Indian tribe may

8

use funds under this subsection only if the State or

9

tribe can demonstrate that the annual grant distrib-

10

uted to the State or tribe pursuant to section 401(f),

11

including any interest from the State’s or tribe’s

12

acid mine drainage abatement and treatment fund

13

that is not used for the operation or maintenance of

14

preexisting acid mine drainage treatment systems, is

15

insufficient to fund the operation and maintenance

16

of any acid mine drainage treatment system associ-

17

ated with an individual project funded under this

18

section.

19

‘‘(g) PROJECT PLANNING

20

‘‘(1) STATES

SSpencer on DSK4SPTVN1PROD with BILLS

21

AND

ADMINISTRATION.—

AND INDIAN TRIBES.—

‘‘(A) IN

GENERAL.—A

State or Indian

22

tribe may use up to 10 percent of its annual

23

distribution under this section for project plan-

24

ning and the costs of administering this section.
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1

‘‘(B) PLANNING

REQUIREMENTS.—Plan-

2

ning under this paragraph may include—

3

‘‘(i) identifying eligible projects;

4

‘‘(ii) updating the inventory referred

5

to in section 403(c);

6

‘‘(iii) developing project designs;

7

‘‘(iv) collaborating with stakeholders,

8

including public meetings;

9

‘‘(v) preparing cost estimates; or

10

‘‘(vi) engaging in other similar activi-

11

ties necessary to facilitate reclamation ac-

12

tivities under this section.

13

‘‘(2) SECRETARY.—The Secretary may expend,

14

from amounts made available to the Secretary under

15

section 402(g)(3)(D), not more than $3,000,000

16

during the fiscal years for which distributions occur

17

under subsection (b) for staffing and other adminis-

18

trative expenses necessary to carry out this section.

19

‘‘(h) REPORT

TO

CONGRESS.—The Secretary shall

20 provide to the Committee on Natural Resources of the
21 House of Representatives, the Committees on Appropria22 tions of the House of Representatives and the Senate, and

SSpencer on DSK4SPTVN1PROD with BILLS

23 the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of the
24 Senate at the end of each fiscal year for which such funds
25 are distributed a detailed report—
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1
2

‘‘(1) on the various projects that have been undertaken with such funds;

3

‘‘(2) the extent and degree of reclamation using

4

such funds that achieved the priorities described in

5

paragraph (1) or (2) of section 403(a);

6

‘‘(3) the community and economic benefits that

7

are resulting from, or are expected to result from,

8

the use of the funds that achieved the priorities de-

9

scribed in paragraph (3) of section 403(a); and

10

‘‘(4) the reduction since the previous report in

11

the inventory referred to in section 403(c).’’.

12

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of contents

13 in the first section of the Surface Mining Control and Rec14 lamation Act of 1977 is amended by adding at the end
15 of the items relating to title IV the following:
‘‘Sec. 416. Abandoned mine land economic revitalization.’’.

16
17

SEC. 3. TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.

The Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of

SSpencer on DSK4SPTVN1PROD with BILLS

18 1977 is amended—
19

(1) in section 401(c) (30 U.S.C. 1231(c)), by

20

striking ‘‘and’’ after the semicolon at the end of

21

paragraph (10), by redesignating paragraph (11) as

22

paragraph (12), and by inserting after paragraph

23

(10) the following:

24

‘‘(11) to implement section 416; and’’;
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1

(2)

in

section

401(d)(3)

(30

U.S.C.

2

1231(d)(3)), by striking ‘‘subsection (f)’’ and insert-

3

ing ‘‘subsection (f) and section 416(a)’’;

4

(3) in section 402(g) (30 U.S.C. 1232(g))—

5

(A) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘and

6

section 416’’ after ‘‘subsection (h)’’; and

7

(B) by adding at the end of paragraph (3)

8

the following:

9

‘‘(F)

For

the

purpose

of

section

10

416(d)(2)(A).’’; and

11

(4) in section 403(c) (30 U.S.C. 1233(c)), by

12

inserting after the second sentence the following:

13

‘‘As practicable, States and Indian tribes shall offer

14

such amendments based on the use of remote sens-

15

ing, global positioning systems, and other advanced

16

technologies.’’.

17
18

SEC. 4. MINIMUM STATE PAYMENTS.

Section 402(g)(8)(A) of the Surface Mining Control

19 and Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1232(g)(8)) is
20 amended

by

striking

‘‘$3,000,000’’

and

inserting

21 ‘‘$5,000,000’’.
22

SSpencer on DSK4SPTVN1PROD with BILLS

23

SEC. 5. GAO STUDY OF USE OF FUNDS.

Not later than two years after the date of the enact-

24 ment of this Act, the Comptroller General of the United
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16
1 States shall study and report to the Congress on uses of
2 funds authorized by this Act, including regarding—
3
4

(1) the solvency of the Abandoned Mine Reclamation Fund; and

5

(2) the impact of such use on payments and

6

transfers under the Surface Mining Control and

7

Reclamation Act of 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1201) to—

8

(A) States for which a certification has

9

been made under section 411 of such Act (30

10

U.S.C. 1241);

11
12

(B) States for which such a certification
has not been made; and

13
14
15

(C) transfers to United Mine Workers of
America Combined Benefit Fund.
SEC. 6. ABANDONED MINE LAND RECLAMATION AND RES-

16
17

TORATION INITIATIVE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I of chapter 145 of

18 title 40, United States Code, is amended by adding at the
19 end the following:
20 ‘‘§ 14510. Abandoned mine land reclamation and res21
22

toration initiative

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Appalachian Regional Com-

SSpencer on DSK4SPTVN1PROD with BILLS

23 mission may provide technical assistance, make grants,
24 enter into contracts, or otherwise provide amounts to indi25 viduals or entities in the Appalachian region for projects
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17
1 and activities on lands, or on or in waters, that have been
2 reclaimed or restored with amounts provided under title
3 IV of the Surface Mining Control or Reclamation Act of
4 1977 (30 U.S.C. 1231 et seq.) or that are eligible for such
5 reclamation or restoration.
6

‘‘(b) LIMITATION

ON

AVAILABLE AMOUNTS.—Of the

7 cost of any activity eligible for a grant under this sec8 tion—
9

‘‘(1) not more than 50 percent may be provided

10

from amounts appropriated to carry out this section;

11

and

SSpencer on DSK4SPTVN1PROD with BILLS

12

‘‘(2) notwithstanding paragraph (1)—

13

‘‘(A) in the case of a project to be carried

14

out in a county for which a distressed county

15

designation is in effect under section 14526,

16

not more than 80 percent may be provided from

17

amounts appropriated to carry out this section;

18

and

19

‘‘(B) in the case of a project to be carried

20

out in a county for which an at-risk designation

21

is in effect under section 14526, not more than

22

70 percent may be provided from amounts ap-

23

propriated to carry out this section.

24

‘‘(c) SOURCES

OF

ASSISTANCE.—Subject to sub-

25 section (b), a grant provided under this section may be
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1 provided from amounts made available to carry out this
2 section in combination with amounts made available—
3

‘‘(1) under any other Federal program; or

4

‘‘(2) from any other source.

5

‘‘(d) FEDERAL SHARE.—Notwithstanding any provi-

6 sion of law limiting the Federal share under any other
7 Federal program, amounts made available to carry out
8 this section may be used to increase that Federal share,
9 as the Appalachian Regional Commission determines to be
10 appropriate.’’.
11

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for chap-

12 ter 145 of title 40, United States Code, is amended by
13 inserting after the item relating to section 14509 the fol14 lowing:
‘‘14510. Abandoned mine land reclamation and restoration initiative.’’.

15

SEC. 7. HEADQUARTERS OF APPALACHIAN REGIONAL COM-

16

SSpencer on DSK4SPTVN1PROD with BILLS

17

MISSION.

(a) FINDING.—Congress finds that—

18

(1) the Delta Regional Commission, the Denali

19

Commission, and the Northern Border Regional

20

Commission are each headquartered in their respec-

21

tive region; and

22

(2) the headquarters of the Appalachian Re-

23

gional Commission should be relocated from the Dis-

24

trict of Columbia to a more affordable location in

25

the Appalachian Region.
•HR 1731 IH
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H1731

19
1
2

(b) LOCATION OF HEADQUARTERS.—
(1) IN

GENERAL.—Section

14301 of title 40,

3

United States Code, is amended by adding at the

4

end the following:

5

‘‘(g) HEADQUARTERS.—The headquarters of the

6 Commission shall be located in the Appalachian Region.’’.
7

(2) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Federal Cochair-

8

man of the Appalachian Regional Commission shall

9

take such actions as may be necessary to carry out

10

the amendment made by paragraph (1).

SSpencer on DSK4SPTVN1PROD with BILLS

Æ
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H1731

Technical Assistance &
Provided Services

noitamalceR eniM denodnabA rof noitilaoC ainavlysnneP nretsaE

Grant Writing
& Administration

Staff

Robert E. Hughes- Executive Director
Michael A. Hewitt- Program Manager
Kelsey Biondo- GIS Mine Map Program Coordinator
Gabby Zawacki- GIS Specialist
Gavin Pellitteri- Watershed Outreach Specialist
Denise Hernandez- Urban Outreach Specialist/Bookkeeper

Interpretation of Historic Surface
& Underground Mine Maps

Abigail Keefe- Office of Surface Mining Reclamation &
Enforcement/AmeriCorps Environmental Steward
Marketing & Social Media Outreach Specialist

Building Broad Coalitions
Throughout the EPCAMR Region

Rachael Grube- Office of Surface Mining Reclamation &
Enforcement/AmeriCorps Environmental Steward GIS
Technician

EPCAMR is looking to continue to build partnerships with all
of the Conservation Districts in NC and NE PA that have
impacts from not just abandoned coal mines but also
abandoned quarries, limestone, sand and gravel, and other
mines where mineral extraction has occurred. We encourage
membership from other organizations and Conservation
Districts to become involved with our regional organization
to address the important issues associated with achieving
clean water, land reclamation, economic development, job
opportunities, and environmental education and outreach
opportunities throughout the region.
Now, more than ever, EPCAMR would like gain the local
support of community groups, local governments,
educational institutions, conservancy groups, Conservation
Districts, reclamation related organizations, land trusts,
historical societies, cultural organizations, Trout Unlimited
Chapters, co-generation plants, coal companies, and private
sector industries. These partnerships will allow EPCAMR to
provide the necessary resources, information, data, first-hand
knowledge, anecdotal evidence, technical resources,
mapping, historic mine maps (both surface and underground),
and institutional knowledge from community leaders and
volunteers who want to achieve the same goal of restoring
our watershed impacted by past mining practices.

Contact Us

EPCAMR’s Office is centrally located throughout the
coalfields off of Inter-State Route I-81; Nanticoke Exit 164
onto State Route 29 Ashley/Sugar Notch Exit 1 onto S. Main
Street. 101 S. Main Street, Ashley PA 18706; (Red Brick
Building)
Office hours usually 9AM-5PM Monday through Friday;
Occasional Saturdays while coordinating community
projects.
For updates on
future volunteer
opportunities
and what's
going on in
the office, sign up for our monthly newsletter in the
"Volunteer Registration Form" under the "Get Involved!" tab
on our website at www.epcamr.org

A large majority of EPCAMR’s work has focused on areas
impacted by both bituminous and anthracite coal mining. We
are willing to assess and provide technical assistance in other
Luzerne County Council Work Session
areas. Contact us today to find out how to become a partner!

570-371-3522

EPCAMR

info@epcamr.org

epcamr

epcamr.org;
February
13, 2018
orangewaternetwork.org;
treatminewater.com

@epcamr
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Who We Are

EPCAMR is a regional non-profit environmental
organization that works throughout NE and NC
Pennsylvania Coalfields with community groups, local
governments, schools, colleges and universities, as well as
Conservation Districts, reclamation-related organizations,
watershed groups, TU Chapters, and regional non-profit
coalitions to support the reclamation of abandoned mine
lands and the remediation of rivers and streams impacted by
past mining practices and polluted abandoned mine
drainage (AMD).
Our staff and organization is interested in developing
relationships and partnerships with community leaders and
organizations that would like to work together on seeking
opportunities for the leveraging of funding from various
levels of government, foundations, corporate donations,
and volunteer matching funds from individuals interested in
becoming involved in local projects within their own
community that has been impacted by abandoned mine
lands.
EPCAMR is interested in creating new partnerships and
building on existing ones to raise the awareness of our
mission and goals in the EPCAMR Region. EPCAMR would
like to continue to support reclamation and remediation
efforts in these areas on abandoned mine land reclamation,
AMD, and watershed restoration projects with community
groups, conservation groups, co-generation plants, coal
companies, Conservation Districts, TU Chapters, and
watershed groups covering these areas.
The main intent of the development of this brochure is to
allow us to: 1) reach out to additional partners and make
them aware of our Coalition’s efforts in the region, in these
two respective counties where we work; 2) update them on
regional projects and technical assistance of importance to
their watersheds; 3) provide them information on events,
conferences, workshops, trainings, legislation, and
advocacy opportunities; and 4) offer additional technical
assistance and services to those community leaders and
groups with similar goals and desires to clean up their
mining impacted watersheds and areas suffering from past
mineral extraction industries that have been abandoned.

Our Mission

“The general purpose of the EPCAMR is to encourage
the reclamation and redevelopment of land affected by
past mining practices. This includes reducing hazards
to health and safety, eliminating soil erosion,
improving water quality, and returning land affected
by past mining practices to productive use, thereby
improving the economy of the region.”
“EPCAMR prides ourselves on the professional quality
of ourwork created by our highly skilled, passionate
Staff, who arecommitted to watershed restoration,
land reclamation, andproviding education and
awareness of our efforts to reclaimAnthracite and
Bituminous Coalfields and mining impactedareas to
those communities that are often underrepresented.”
—Robert E. Hughes, Executive Director
Acid Mine Drainage
(AMD) and the orange
pollutant known as iron
oxide pours out of the
Old Forge Borehole in
Lackawanna County,
Pennsylvania at an
estimated 40 to 100
million gallons a day.
This amount of
drainage a day is
equivalent to the
amount of water the
average person uses in
an entire year!
Although AMD is often
thought to be orange
due to iron oxide, it has
many different colors
and contributors
dependent on the
chemistry. This form of
AMD is crystal blue,
which gets its hue from
the high amount of
aluminum. The Jeddo
Tunnel of Luzerne
County, Pennsylvania
releases an estimated
40,000 gallons of
polluted mine water a
minute.

Overview of Programs
Watershed and Urban Outreach Programs

Mine Map Scanning, Georeferencing, & Digitizing
for the PA Mine Subsidence Insurance Program

• Professional Services for Water Quality, Flow,
Borehole Monitoring, & Maintenance & Operation of
AMD Treatment Systems
• Environmental Education Program to Underserved
School Districts and Environmental Justice Coalfield
Communities
• Visual Habitat, Biological Fishery and MacroInvertebrate Assessments, Trout Stream Coldwater
Conservation & Watershed Assessment Plan
Development
• 3D Mine Pool Mapping & Modeling of
Underground Mine Pool Complexes throughout the
State
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Eastern PA Coalition for Abandoned Mine Reclamation
Robert E. Hughes
EPCAMR Executive Director
101 South Main Street
Ashley, PA 18706
Phone: (570) 371-3523
rhughes@epcamr.org
Website: www.epcamr.org
The Honorable Paul Gosar
Chairman on the SubCommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources
Committee on Natural Resources
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C, 20515
The Honorable Alan Lowenthal
Ranking Member, SubCommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources
Committee on Natural Resources
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C, 20515
RE: Legislative Hearing Testimony/Comments on H.R. 1731 (RECLAIM Act)
Dear Chairman Gosar and Ranking Member Lowenthal:

EPCAMR is a non-profit coalition representative of County Conservation Districts in NorthCentral and
Northeastern PA’s Bituminous & Anthracite Coal Region, along with community watershed organizations, land
reclamation groups, historic preservation societies, environmental professionals, the Anthracite industry, and CoGeneration plants, that supports the reclamation of abandoned mine lands and rivers and streams polluted by abandoned
mine drainage (AMD). Our regional board consists of 25 members, covering 16 counties and dozens of watersheds
impacted by past mining practices. The majority of the coalfield communities that we work in are located in the
headwaters of both the Chesapeake Bay, Schuylkill, and Delaware Rivers. EPCAMR is also a member of the Choose
Clean Water Coalition (CCWC) and the Delaware River Watershed Coalition. We would like to offer our testimony on
support of the RECLAIM Act (HR 1731).
EPCAMR’s goals cannot be realized without continuing to make critical clean water investments in our coalfield
communities. It means infrastructure needs in our cities and towns that are located in watersheds impacted by abandoned
mine lands need to prevent stormwater from running off our streets and parking lots and washing pollutants downstream
and across abandoned mine lands. Clean water from mountain streams above mining impacted areas often enters
abandoned mines through interfaces with the coal measures that have been mined out where that water becomes an
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additional pollution source that creates AMD. Reclamation of the land needs to occur to prevent fines and silts from
entering our rivers and streams, creating AMD and pollution problems downstream and locally within our communities.
Reclamation of abandoned mine lands need to be marketed to create economic redevelopment opportunities that lead to
new jobs and a just transition to new economies in our often underserved and underrepresented coalfields. Public funding
along with private investments need to go hand in hand to reclaim our abandoned mine lands and to create opportunities
to reuse our polluted mine water sources of pollution.

EPCAMR is asking our Members of Congress to continue to support funding for programs that provide critical
support to the states, local governments, non-profits, and communities throughout our Region.
RECLAIM Act (HR 1731) Passage – The $1 billion bill to turn abandoned coal mine cleanup into an economic booster for
struggling coalfield communities. EPCAMR hopes that the House Natural Resources Subcommittee on Energy and
Mineral Resources supports the passage of this bill known as the "Revitalizing the Economy of Coal Communities by
Leveraging Local Activities and Investing More Act,", sponsored by Congressman Hal Rogers, Kentucky, supported
by many Appalachian communities.
EPCAMR doesn’t read that there any restriction of final land use or any distinction that the money may only be
used for the traditional reclamation as opposed to site preparation for building pads. On Page 3, line 9-14, Paragraph (c)
is reworded to clearly state that money can be used on SMCRA Title IV priority 1 and 2 sites with no restriction, but if it is
used on priority 3 (environmental degradation and AMD), then it must meet the economic or community development
requirement. Page 6, line 18, starts the changes to the "rolling average" language to the "proportion of reclamation fees
paid during the period of fiscal years 2012 through 2016". This makes it easier to calculate today how much each state will
get as opposed to waiting to see where the market takes us. Page 14 talks about the requirements for the Secretary's
report to Congress. EPCAMR believes it clarifies the reporting requirements and adds a 4th paragraph to quantify the
reduction in the Inventory since the previous report. This shows accountability for how the funds have been spent.
OSMRE has standardized many of these attributes now in eAMLIS, which is a step in the right direction.

EPCAMR is supportive of moving funds more quickly from the Abandoned Mine Land Trust Fund that is owed to
certain states, for much needed reclamation, job creation, water treatment of polluted AMD, and economic
redevelopment. EPCAMR also hopes to supports a broader infrastructure package will emerge from the President later
this year to compliment the bill. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, Kentucky, introduced the companion, S 728.
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Senator Joe Manchin, West Virginia, is also the lead co-sponsor of the Senate Democrats own “RECLAIM Act”, S 738,
which is identical to last year’s bill prepared by Rogers.

Passage of either would inject $200 million a year for the next five years into "promoting economic revitalization,
diversification, and development in economically distressed communities through the reclamation and restoration of land
and water resources adversely affected by coal mining carried out before August 3, 1977". Since 1977, $10.9 billion in
fees has been collected, $151 million alone in 2016. OSMRE estimates that roughly $10 billion of cleanup remains left.
The AML Fund currently has $2.5 billion unappropriated — unused, but reserved for use in particular states.
"RECLAIM" would simply accelerate payments to those states. Of the extra money annually, $195 million would be
reserved for uncertified states, those with outstanding high-priority coal sites left to clean up, including Pennsylvania. The
remaining $5 million would be set aside for certified states, namely Wyoming, whose congressional delegation has long
been among the chief opponents of the proposal.

All funding under the Democrats' proposal would be based on how much coal a state mined in 1977, as states
with more coal mining then are likely to have more eligible sites, including PA. Under the GOP bill, 80% of funding would
be based on that calculation, with 20 percent distributed based on how much a state or tribe paid in reclamation fees
between 2012 and 2016. It only applies to the “economic development nexus”, Priority 1 and 2 sites — those posing a
threat to public health, safety and property — would be eligible, which comprise roughly 75% of the remaining abandoned
mines, by cost, in the official AML Inventory managed by OSMRE. While preferred, only Priority 3 sites, environmental
restoration, would have to prove their economic impact, including AMD cleanup and watershed restoration. PA could be at
a disadvantage here because of not being able to reach the criteria of economic nexus and therefore could lose out on
funds. EPCAMR believes that it should be up to PA and the States to determine whether or not Priority 1 and Priority 2
sites meet the economic nexus and not be legislated by the Federal government.
AMD treatment plants can create long-term opportunities for job creation that will cleanup PA’s 5,500 miles of
polluted streams and put people in the coal regions to work. No longer can passive mine drainage treatment be the norm.
Active mine water treatment plants that are very similar to wastewater treatment plants are necessary to restore our
watersheds. There are 288 AMD Treatment systems in operation across PA (Datashed, 2017), according to
www.datashed.org, a database where EPCAMR helps Stream Restoration Incorporated to populate it with water quality
data results and improvements, as well as photos, operation, maintenance, rehabilitation, replacement manuals, and
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design and construction plans. 71,369,254,463 (gal/yr) of AMD have been treated. 17,084,443 (lb/yr) of iron, 3,090,050
(lb/yr) of aluminum, 1,486,466 (lb/yr) of manganese, and 8,123,596 (lb/yr) of acidity have been removed PA waterways.

Eligible communities would qualify based on local employment data, per-capita income and other economic
indicators as well as a demonstrated reliance historically on coal. The Republican bill should prioritize economic
development, include a jobs creation package, and require community engagement for project proposals, which EPCAMR
believes should happen to encourage local involvement and prioritization led by citizens who are impacted the most. 5.5
million people live within 1 mile of an abandoned mine land, nationally. 2,723,932 million people live within 1 mile of an
abandoned mine in PA, alone (17.66% of the US Census (2010).

APPALACHIAN REGIONAL COMMISSION SUPPORT

EPCAMR noticed that the Republicans also added a provision that would move the headquarters of the
Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) out of Washington, D.C. to save operating costs. EPCAMR agrees that
relocating ARC to a more affordable location within the Appalachian Region is a positive step. The independent agency,
created in 1965 to help historically impoverished mountain counties in 13 Eastern states, invested $73 million last year in
coal-affected areas. 25 million Americans live in the Appalachian Region who need the support of this program. EPCAMR
believes that there is an additional need to look in to adding additional counties in NE PA to the ARC covered counties
and that other States may feel the same way. In 52 years, ARC projects totaled $3.8 billion, resulting in nearly 312,000
jobs and $10 billion in increased earnings. Are they talking about a 50/50 cost share grants for transitional counties, 80/20 for
distressed and 70/30 for at-risk counties? It says any source and EPCAMR wonders where those funds would come from.

EARTH CONSERVANCY

EPCAMR has included a letter from the Earth Conservancy, another regional reclamation partner in Northeastern
PA, (www.earthconservancy.org), on their accomplishments and a list of Waste Coal Material Processed on Earth
Conservancy Projects from 1995 to 2016. 8,053,000 Tons of coal waste were processed and recovered for electricity
usage that improved 570 acres on 7 projects alone. At a 40% recovery rate, 20 million Tons of culm and coal waste have
been processed. Future work on the West End Bank, another 3,500,000 Tons remain to be processed and reclaimed on
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300 acres of abandoned mine lands that lay surrounded by the Pinchot State Forest overlooking the Susquehanna River,
in the Northern Field.

ARIPPA
In PA’s inventory of waste coal piles sites maintained by the PA DEP’s Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation
(BAMR), approximately 820 waste coal banks covering 9,500 acres still remain unreclaimed. 50 of them are burning and
on fire, like the well known mine fire in Centralia, PA. The estimated volume of waste coal in these banks is over
224,000,000 cubic yards of material, suitable for burning in a co-generation plant, like those of the ARIPPA trade
association (www.arippa.org). Over 5,000 acres of mine-scarred lands were reclaimed by the ARIPPA plants across PA,
by private mine operators, at no cost to PA. Land that has been reclaimed is either contoured, planted, revegetated, or
converted to another commercial or industrial use that ceates additional jobs. Streams recover, property values increase,
and the reclaimed land is available for higher uses and can often become taxable parcels, bringing in much needed, local
taxes to coalfield communities with a stagnant tax base. EPCAMR is very supportive of ARIPPA’s efforts and has been a
long time supporter of their reclamation plans. In October 2016, ARIPPA released a report prepared by Econsult
Solutions, an economic consulting firm, that analyzed the economic and environmental benefits of the 14 plants
comprising the PA coal refuse to energy industry. (http://arippa.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Summary-of-Benefits-ofthe-Coal-Refuse-to-Energy-Industry-as-of-Feb.-2017.pdf; See Attached)

To see the amount of material that has been excavated, backfilled, seeded, and mulched, on dozens of
reclamation sites over the last two decades is simply amazing and truly a testament to the land reclamation efforts of the
waste coal industry. Fuels managers, machine operators, plant operators, and heavy equipment operators and their fuel
supply companies, like Northampton Fuel Supply, Inc., who just won the National Association of Abandoned Mine Lands
Reclamation Award for the extensive land reclamation efforts that has had to occur on the “Loomis Bank Operation”,
Hanover Township, Luzerne County, PA to backfill, regrade, create surface contours and conveyances to control
stormwater, and to keep surface water from entering the underground abandoned mine pool in the lower Wyoming Valley
that would have ultimately continued to contribute to the formation of abandoned mine drainage (AMD) that would have
ended up discharging into the Nanticoke Creek Watershed, had they not reclaimed the site. Because of the amount of
land reclamation completed on the Loomis Site, it can now be considered for future business development which will
provide economic development opportunities to the Southern part of the Wyoming Valley, and can add taxable income
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and revenue streams to the local school district, the local township, and Luzerne County, in terms of future taxes to
improve the local economy of Hanover Township and the surrounding coalfield communities. A good example of an
opportunity for a RECLAIM Project for the future.
What stands out the most is the lack of the mountainous black banks of waste coal, culm, slate rock, and burnt
clinkers of coal that dominated the regional landscape historically. There is no longer the smell of burning mine fires with
its sulfur gas dispersing into the air as prevalent as it was 20 years ago. The greening of the landscape and topography,
along with the surface features that have been reclaimed now dominate hundreds of reclamation sites. Land reclamation
has significantly reduced the environmental damage that had historically been a problem across the Coal Region.
Ambient air quality has no doubt improved since there is no more smell of sulfurous gas coming from extinguished mine
fires, dust suppression is no longer necessary due to the light finer coals that once sat in the processing and siltation
ponds, elimination of secluded illegal dumping grounds for litter and tires occurs, and water has been restored to the
surface and does not percolate down into the mine spoils any longer creating AMD. The work of the waste coal industry
has improved thousands of acres of trees, grasses, and wildflowers that have now been reestablished on sites with lush
vegetative growth and ground cover that has reduced sediment and erosion into the local waterways.
ARIPPA facilities remove and utilize coal refuse from both past and current mining activities, thereby abating acid
mine drainage from coal refuse stockpiles. The facilities also utilize the ash by-product in a beneficial, highly regulated,
manner to reclaim damaged abandoned mines lands and streams all at no cost to taxpayers. By converting coal refuse
into alternative energy, ARIPPA members are removing one of the principal sources of contamination to surface and
ground water in legacy coal mining regions. Until the commercial development of the circulating fluidized bed boiler, there
was no significant use for this low BTU-value coal refuse, fuel/material. Now this fuel/material can be put to good use in
the production of clean alternative energy.
To date over 214 million tons of coal refuse have been converted into alternative energy by member ARIPPA
plants. Circulating Fluidized Bed (CFB) technology, one of the cleanest methods available today, has been used to
convert coal refuse into electricity and an alkaline-rich ash by-product utilized for decades in a highly regulated, safe, and
beneficial manner to fill and reclaim unsafe, abandoned mine lands; to remediate streams damaged by acid mine
drainage; amend soil at mining sites, and serve as an additive in concrete/asphalt for construction and roadways. The
unique nature of ARIPPA's environmental efforts combined with the desire to coordinate these efforts with “hands on”
environmentally oriented groups, like EPCAMR, and governmental agencies symbolizes its commitment to improving our
Commonwealth’s landscape and environment at no expense to the taxpayer.
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ARIPPA’s member facilities constitute the overwhelming majority of the coal refuse power production
industry in the world generating approximately 10% of the total electricity in the Pennsylvania/West Virginia region. It is a
unique and beneficial industry to Pennsylvania, given the need for the plants to assist our coalfield residents and
communities in cleaning up our abandoned mine problems throughout Pennsylvania. Hundreds to thousands of citizenworkers, who are directly or indirectly employed by the ARIPPA industry, live, along with their children, families, and
extended families, in communities within close proximity of the ARIPPA alternative energy plants. These communities
and nearby lands and streams have experienced vast environmental and economic improvements due mainly to the
decades of hard work and dedication, these workers, and the ARIPPA industry has provided. One only has to look at the
recently published and released Economic and Environmental Analysis of PA’s Coal Refuse Industry Final Report,
dated September 8, 2016, produced for ARIPPA, by Econsult Solutions, Inc. to see the true value and public benefits of
the waste coal industry.
Another example of a potential RECLAIM Project is as follows. EPCAMR is currently facilitating discussions, field
meetings, meetings with local, County, and State government officials, Pagnotti Enterprises, Abrahams Creek Watershed
Association Swoyersville Borough residents, and the waste coal industry leaders from Olympus Power, LLC, Panther
Creek Partners, Northampton Energy Services, PA DEP Pottsville District Mining Office and the PA DEP Bureau of
Abandoned Mine Reclamation, State Representative Aaron Kaufer’s Office in the 120th Legislative District, to discuss
funding options, a government financed construction contract, and incentives to reclaim an estimated 4 Million cubic yards
of abandoned waste culm from the former Harry E. Breaker Colliery grounds, located in Swoyersville Borough, Wyoming
Valley, Luzerne County. The potential land use development of the site once reclaimed is being considered for a high-end
housing development that could bring in new families, new tax dollars, trade jobs, trucking, hauling, and other ripple effect
boosts to the surrounding local economy.
Throughout the country, watershed groups and local governments, are playing an increasingly prominent role in
environmental management. With their local focus and community base, watershed groups and Coalitions like EPCAMR,
are building consensus and expanding participation within communities across Pennsylvania. It is not uncommon for
organizations to operate on an annual unrestricted budget of less than $5,000, while at the same time implementing
$100,000 projects that directly benefit communities and the environment.
Abandoned mine land projects in particular, are costly and are long-term endeavors, often taken on by non-profit
organizations that operate through grant and foundation funds. According to the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection (PA DEP) Mining Reclamation Advisory Board (MRAB), of which, I am a member, the average
cost of an AML project falls in a range of $8,000 to $20,000 per acre. If AMD is present on those lands, the cost could be
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even higher. Pennsylvania organizations have relied heavily on Growing Greener funds, which have dwindled in recent
years, making it more difficult to fund projects. PA DEP Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation (BAMR) staffing levels
are down and more attrition is expected as more staff retire in upcoming years. Funds are necessary to assist with
administering the funding that would come down to the States.

Mini-Grant Program Expansion Possible by EPCAMR and Others
The ARIPPA AML/AMD Reclamation Mini-grant Program developed and administered by EPCAMR and our
western counterpart, was created in partnership with ARIPPA, in 2010, to help environmental organizations and
Conservation Districts secure extra match and leverage additional funds from other State, Federal, County, or Local
sources. The waste coal industry has also provided donations over the last 6 years to EPCAMR and a similar organization
to ours in Western PA to support land and water reclamation projects, community projects, stream restoration projects,
education and outreach programs to underserved coalfield communities, and AMD monitoring, operation, repair, and
treatment. Watershed protection is one of the fastest growing areas of community-based collaboration. EPCAMR
redistributes the entire amount of the donation back out to the community groups and reclamation partners across our
region each year. To date, ARIPPA has donated $30,000 to EPCAMR alone, and another $30,000 to our western
counterpart, to support abandoned mine land reclamation projects across PA.

In 2016, ARIPPA donated $5,000 ($2500 to each of the Coalitions) to fund even more projects throughout the
state including:
Newport Township CrimeWatch Organization–$500 towards hauling, proper electronics waste disposal, dumpster, and
cleanup supplies for a planned 2017 Spring Cleanup (between April and May 2017), on an abandoned mine land area in
Newport Township, Luzerne County, PA where up to 40 tires will be removed and 10-12,000 pounds of illegally dumped
trash, discarded furniture, construction waste, and household wastes will be removed, in partnership with Newport
Township, Newport Township Community Organization, Greater Nanticoke Area Community Garden, Newport Township
Police Department, Nanticoke Conservation Club, EPCAMR, and the Spooky Off-Road Club. 50 volunteers are expected
to participate. EPCAMR will administer the grant on behalf of the NTCO.

Mehoopany Creek Watershed Association–$800 towards the purchase of lime to be placed on food plots on State
Game Lands #57, adjacent to the Mehoopany Creek, Wyoming County, PA in partnership with the Whitetails Unlimited,
PA Game Commission, who will be donating machinery to spread the lime, and EPCAMR. During rain events, lime will
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eventually reach the stream, having already benefited the food plots, and will increase the pH of the acid mine water
entering the watershed. The liming will occur in the Fall of 2016.

Luzerne Conservation District–$700 towards a pressure transducer that will be installed at the Plainsville AMD
Borehole in Plains Township, Luzerne County, PA to obtain real-time data that will allow for the Luzerne Conservation
District, Plains Township, EPCAMR, and the landowner, Mr. Greg Price, to gain a better understanding of the actual flows,
chemical loadings of iron and other trace metals reaching the Susquehanna River, and to help learn more about the
underground mine pool complex in that area of the Wyoming Valley. EPCAMR and the Luzerne Conservation District will
be taking the lead on the monitoring of the Plainsville AMD Borehole discharge and have developed a feasibility study that
they are going to be submitting for grants to perform the necessary background data collection to begin looking at AMD
Treatment options and finding ways to improve the water quality of the Susquehanna River.

EPCAMR–$500 towards the cost of hauling trash to the landfill to cover the tipping fees and for supplies to assist with the
third cleanup of Centralia on September 24, 2016, led by EPCAMR Staff, former and current residents of Centralia,
Pagnotti Enterprises, Centralia Hose Company No. 1, Wicked Jeeps of Central PA, Keystone Off-Road Vehicle
Association, PEC NE Office, Keep PA Beautiful, Centraliapa.org, Joe Sapienza, II, and nearly two dozen other
contributors of funds to support the annual cleanup on the abandoned mine lands, roads, and streets throughout the
Borough. 60 volunteers attended. 6 Tons of trash were collected in 3 hours.

In 2015, ARIPPA donated $5,000, ($2500 to each of the Coalitions) via the AML/AMD Reclamation Award Program,
funding several projects throughout the state including:
Huntingdon County Conservation District: $750 for Limestone Dosing of Shoup’s Run.
Elk County Conservation District: $1,250 for West Creek Headwaters AML Analysis.
Allegheny Land Trust: $500 for Sign Replacement at Wingfield Pines AMD TS.
Mehoopany Creek Watershed Association: $800 for the purchase of lime sand for dosing.
Earth Conservancy: $1,200 for Askam Borehole TS Wayside Environmental Education Exhibit.
McGlynn Learning Center: $500 for 2 Build-a-Birdhouse Workshops in partnership with HOME DEPOT and with
underserved youth from low-income housing complexes within the City of Wilkes-Barre to place on abandoned mine lands
for wildlife habitat.
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In 2014, ARIPPA donated $5,000 ($2500 to each of the Coalitions), ultimately funding several projects throughout the
state including:
Evergreen Conservancy: $1,250 to purchase rechargeable batteries at the Tanoma Renewable Energy AMD Treatment
System.
Altman Watershed Association for Restoring the Environment (AWARE): $1,250 for construction activities
associated with an AMD treatment system built in partnership with Robindale Energy.
Babb Creek Watershed Association: $1,300 for replacement parts for the Antrim AMD Treatment System.
Mehoopany Creek Watershed Association: $500 for the purchase of lime sand for dosing.
Centralia Illegal Dump Site Cleanup: $700 for the purchase of supplies and hauling of trash.

In 2013, ARIPPA donated $5,000, ($2500 to each of the Coalitions), ultimately funding several projects throughout the
state including:
Allegheny Valley Land Trust: for the construction of a system to collect sediment from a spoil pile along the Allegheny
River.
Evergreen Conservancy: to purchase and install a new water turbine at Tanoma Wetlands, a passive mine drainage
treatment system at the headwaters of Crooked Creek, a tributary of the Allegheny River. Combined with a wind turbine
and solar panels installed previously, the system will be aerated 24/7.
Luzerne Conservation District: $500 for the removal of heavy sedimentation and woody debris dams within the tributary
and to repair severely eroded stream banks and storm water outlets flowing into Knockley’s Tributary to Solomon Creek,
Wilkes-Barre.
Mehoopany Creek Watershed Association: $1,000 for 50 Tons of limestone sand that was applied to the South Branch
of Mehoopany Creek to increase the pH levels in the stream, improving the fishery habitat and water quality in the creek;
historically impaired by acidity.
Plymouth Historical Society: $500 to clean up illegally dumped garbage at the historic Avondale Mine Disaster Site
where EPCAMR completed several historic preservation projects in the past; located in Plymouth Township, Luzerne
County, PA.
Lackawanna River Corridor Association: $500 for a real estate appraisal on abandoned mine lands hoped to be
secured to by their partner, the Lackawanna Valley Conservancy, in an effort to use for future AMD treatment of the Old
Forge AMD Borehole, on the border of Luzerne and Lackawanna County.
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In 2012, ARIPPA donated $10,000 ($5000 to each of the Coalitions), ultimately funding several projects throughout the
state including:
Sewickley Creek Watershed Association: $2,500 for Iron sludge recovery in the Marchand AMD Treatment System.
Chestnut Ridge Chapter of Trout Unlimited: $2,500 for lime dosing.
Babb Creek Watershed Association: $1,000 offset cost of micro-hydroelectric turbines that utilize 2 billion gal/day of the
Antrim AMD to generate electricity.
Eastern Middle Anthracite Region Recovery, Inc.: $1,000 for refurbishment of hydroelectric components on the
Audenried AMD Treatment System.
Loyalsock Creek Watershed Association: $2,500 to purchase and apply limestone to continue the treatment of a large
AMD seep at WALA Lake.
Shamokin Creek Restoration Alliance: $500 to restore roadway, remove silt from pond 2, block entrances, and install
signs at Carbon Run Site 42 AMD Treatment System.

In 2011, ARIPPA donated $10,000 ($5000 to each of the Coalitions), ultimately funding several projects throughout the
state including:
Blackleggs Creek Watershed Association: $2,500 for the construction of a concrete pad for a lime dosing silo in the
Bear Run Treatment Complex.
Stream Restoration, Inc.: $2,500 for project costs associated with removing waste coal refuse to be used in energy
production and the construction of an AMD treatment system.
Schuylkill Headwaters Association: $3,000 for the Wagner Run Restoration project to keep water in the stream
channel, reducing the volume of the Pine Knot AMD discharge.
Huber Breaker Preservation Society (HBPS): $1,000 for the Huber Memorial Park pedestrian access gate project to
place a gate in a wrought iron fence surrounding the property.
Eastern Middle Anthracite Region Recovery, Inc.: $1,000 for the Audenreid Micro-Hydro AMD Treatment System raw
water intake project to provide reliable flow to the system.

In 2010, ARIPPA celebrated its 20th Anniversary by awarding $20,000 via the AML/AMD Reclamation Mini-grant
Program, funding several projects throughout the state including:
Clearfield Creek Watershed Association: $8,000 for Swank 13 AMD Passive Treatment.
Evergreen Conservancy: $2,000 for alternative energy development at Tanoma Wetlands.
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Earth Conservancy: $460 to replace informational signage on the Mocanaqua Loop Trail developed on abandoned mine
lands.
Schuylkill Headwaters Association: $4,770 to repair the Glendower Breech which will return a stream back to its
original channel avoiding contact with coal sediment.
Eastern Middle Anthracite Region Recovery, Inc.: $4,770 for construction of a raw water intake on the Audenreid
Treatment System to increase flow to the micro-hydro turbines.
I have collaborated with many coalitions and partners, community activists, active environmentalists, conservation
organizations, community and economic development organizations, educational and research interest groups, colleges
and universities, multiple energy production interest groups, public utility groups, and governmental interests at all levels,
to improve the quality of life for our region, here in Northeastern and NorthCentral Pennsylvania particularly, but across
the Commonwealth as well. During the last 25 years, I have learned and gained an understanding of the many facets and
intricacies in our Commonwealth related to our environmental issues, economic struggles, environmental science and
research, as well as a great understanding and appreciation for our environmental resources and indigenous resources
that we so often take for granted.
The Wyoming Valley area, where I was born and raised, is located in and adjacent to, environmental justice areas
and we need to ensure that the Commonwealth is reaching out to its most vulnerable citizens. If one looks at the locations
of where the environmental justice communities and areas are throughout the Commonwealth, you will find that a large
majority of them are located in the coalfields of Pennsylvania, where coal-fired plants exist. These coal-fired plants are not
to be confused with the Co-Generation Plants, that have more suitable clean air technology best management practices
that are in use to benefit the surrounding communities that they operate in, who reclaim the former mine-scarred lands,
remediate streams impacted by past mining pollution, and plant trees, vegetation, and grasses that also are positive
contributions to the carbon sequestration cycle in the environment. Millions of tons of culm banks, coal refuse, and waste
rock are being converted to alternative forms of electricity through the production goals of the ARIPPA plants across the
Commonwealth.
This is one area that EPCAMR feels gets overlooked by the Commonwealth. The sheer acreage of abandoned
mine lands that formerly had been devoid of trees, grasses, vegetation, and often times, detrimental air quality emissions
that had come from abandoned mine fires, that are now reclaimed, green, revegetated, had been previously bonded and
released, are now often in a state of succession and forest ecology transition that should be given some credit towards
reaching Pennsylvania’s carbon reduction.
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We need to bring together the collective minds that will bring creative and imaginative solutions to the table,
innovative technologies, new designs, new alternative energy systems, a balanced use of our natural and extractive
industry resources, and regional community-focused economic redevelopment opportunities related to the investment in
clean energy production, conservation by design, smart growth, low-impact designs, and smart infrastructure and
transportation systems.
EPCAMR recently supported the SENSE Act to continue to help the industry remain a valuable partner and ally in
abandoned mine reclamation across PA and an important part of our regional communities, providing jobs, economic
redevelopment opportunities, land reclamation, cleanup of our land and waterways, and alternative energy to our region.
Lastly, another energy renewable source that is dormant in Pennsylvania and needs attention and public and
private investment is the use of underground abandoned mine pool complexes of water for geothermal heat capture and
or cooling systems coupled with gas turbine generation. This could provide tremendous opportunities for institutional,
business, residential, commercial, and or industrial heating and cooling. One only has to look at what Marywood
University, Lackawanna County, PA did to install and build a geothermal heating and ventilation system into the
underground Scranton-Metro Mine Pool Complex to heat and cool some buildings in Scranton. Wind and solar sources
coupled with mine pool geothermal recovery have great potential as well and the local applications of these sources in
distributed energy systems need to be promoted and invested in. EPCAMR has done a great deal of work in mapping
these underground abandoned mine resources, mine pool complexes, regional mine pool boundaries, and worked on
many projects and research in this area and would be very interested in being a part of future projects and or facilitating
the start-up partnerships necessary to incubate private investment and businesses into our area with our waste coal
partners. Our efforts could use some infusion of grant funds to support our work as well to help reclaim additional
abandoned mine lands and restore streams impacted by abandoned mine water pollution.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert E. Hughes
EPCAMR Executive Director
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RESOLUTION R-2018A Resolution of the Luzerne County Council Urging the Passage of Reclaim (Revitalizing
the Economy of Coal Communities by Levering Local Activities and Investing More Act of
2017) ACT – H.R. 1731

WHEREAS, Luzerne County Council is the legislative arm of municipal government in
Northeastern Pennsylvania, duly elected to represent the residents of Luzerne County,
Pennsylvania; and
WHEREAS, Luzerne County residents share the responsibility of supporting government
at the local, state, and federal levels; and
WHEREAS, substantial coal mining has occurred in Pennsylvania for more than 140
years, and the industry has been a significant employer of our citizens for most of these years;
and
WHEREAS, Pennsylvania is #1 in the nation with the most abandoned coal mined lands
and streams; and
WHEREAS, abandoned mines pose hazards in Pennsylvania of dangerous shafts,
mountains of black waste, scarred landscapes, acidic drainages polluting more than 5,500 miles
of our streams and other hazards threatening human health and safety and depressing local
economies; and
WHEREAS, at least 44 of Pennsylvania’s 67 counties are affected by abandoned coal
mines; and
WHEREAS, at least 1.4 million Pennsylvanians live within one mile of abandoned mine
lands; and
WHEREAS, abandoned mines and abandoned mine lands create negative impacts on
local economies by hampering recreational opportunities, lowering land values, leaving
communities desolate once the mines are exhausted and ruining sites for further residential,
forestry, commercial or agricultural uses, and threatening the human health and safety of people
living in our coal field communities; and
WHEREAS, reclamation of abandoned mine sites can add to the economy by creating
jobs, increasing community pride, increasing property values, decreasing stress-related costs
through stream-based recreation, restoring the health of the environment and providing future
sites for commercial or industrial endeavors; and
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WHEREAS, Congress established the Abandoned Mine Reclamation Fund under Title
IV of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 to reclaim areas abandoned
before 1977 and the modern environmental standards requiring mine operators to reclaim their
sites; and
WHEREAS, the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 assessed a per ton
fee on coal operators to provide a source of revenue for the Abandoned Mine Reclamation Fund
to help finance the reclamation and remediation of lands mined prior to 1977; and
WHEREAS, the scope of the abandoned mine problem continues to far outpace available
resources, and the AML Fund has been impacted by sequestration, meaning less restoration
money is being distributed to the states and tribes; and
WHEREAS, the AML Fund fee collection is set to expire in 2021 if it is not reauthorized;
and
WHEREAS, Pennsylvania has relied upon the Abandoned Mine Reclamation Fund as a
primary source of money to clean up toxic mine pollution in our water supplies, restore impaired
lands, extinguish mine fires and eliminate other dangerous abandoned mine hazards; and
WHEREAS, the RECLAIM Act (H.R. 1731) releases unspent funds within the AML
Fund to compensate for reduced funding caused by sequestration to spur job creation, improve
economic conditions, and facilitate restoration; and
WHEREAS, Pennsylvania would receive $253 million over the next 5 years to accelerate
the creation of new jobs to clean up impacted lands and streams if the RECLAIM Act becomes
law.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Luzerne County Council urges the
United States Congress to pass the RECLAIM Act (H.R. 1731), which will enable us to restore
our mining-impacted lands and streams, assist with job creation, and ensure a more vibrant future
economy for our coal impacted communities.
The Effective Date of this Resolution shall be six (6) days after adoption.
ADOPTED by Luzerne County Council at a meeting held on February , 2018.
ROLL CALL VOTE (

)

YES
NO
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By:___________________________
Tim McGinley, Chair
Attest:________________________
Sharon Lawrence, Clerk of Council
______________________________
C. David Pedri, Esquire
County Manager
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