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      January 23, 2008 

On the above date at 10:00 A.M., the Luzerne County Board of Commissioners convened their regularly scheduled 

meeting with the following present: Maryanne Petrilla, Chairman; Gregory Skrepenak, Commissioner; Stephen 

Urban, Commissioner; Samuel T. Guesto, County Manager for Legislation/Chief Clerk; James Blaum, County 

Solicitor; Salvadore Diaz, Chief of Budget and Finance; Michael Morreale, Treasurer; Anthony J. Martinelli, 

Acting Controller; Joseph DeVizia, Director of Human Services; Andrew Reilly, Director of Community 

Development; Gregory Hunsinger, Director of Purchasing; Joe Gibbons, Engineer; Adrian Merolli, Director of 

Planning. 

 

Maryanne Petrilla called the meeting to order and asked everyone to join in saying the Pledge of Allegiance 

followed by a moment of silent prayer for Greg’s relative who was injured and lost his life in Afghanistan.  

 

It is noted that all meetings are electronically recorded. 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS.…………………………………………………………… Samuel T. Guesto, Jr. 

                                                         County Manager /Chief Clerk 
                           
 

An Executive Session was held Thursday, January 17, 2008 after the Work Session to discuss personnel 
matters. 
 

BID OPENINGS 
 
No bid openings. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Former Commissioner Rose Tucker began by thanking Sam Guesto for all the hard work and the 
professionalism he has shown during the past four years. Mrs. Tucker went on to commend Jean 
Kislavage, Joe DeVizia, Leonard Piazza, Tony Alu, and all the row officers for their hard work. Mrs. 
Tucker asked the current commissioners to put aside their personalities and work on principal. Mrs. 
Tucker asked that commissioners pay attention to the Court House and take pride in having such a 
beautiful building. Mrs. Tucker ended by wishing the commissioners well and asking them to work 
together during the next four years. 
 
Walter Griffith began by stating principals were very important. Mr. Griffith stated that the six employees 
that abused the county policy needed to be held accountable for their actions regardless of their job 
performance. Mr. Griffith commented that accountability was very important to the taxpayers of Luzerne 
County. Mr. Griffith stated that at the budget hearings Mr. Diaz announced that the budget was strapped 
and county departments needed to be as frugal as possible. Mr. Griffith stated that the county needed to 
take Mr. Diaz’s advice and put a freeze on spending. Mr. Griffith ended by asking the commissioners if 
they had a contingency plan for the 2008 budget, would one of them make a motion to go off of the 
agenda and call for the resignation of the six employees that have destroyed the publics trust, and to put a 
freeze on all spending.  
 
Drew McGill from Butler Township requested that the commissioners conserve a piece of county land 
that is for sale adjacent to the job core. Commissioner Petrilla stated that all options would be reviewed 
before the county made a decision. 
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COMMUNICATIONS – SAMUEL T. GUESTO, JR. 

Minutes 

MOTION 

Request a motion to approve the minutes of the Commissioner’s Meeting held on  
November 14, 2007. 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Urban, seconded by Commissioner Skrepenak. 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 
 

Vouchers 

MOTION 

 
Request a motion to ratify and confirm payment of the following vouchers: 

 
Wachovia Bank, Vouchers 458129GF - 458298GF 
County General Fund for December, 2007 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Petrilla, seconded by Commissioner Urban 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 
PNC Bank, Vouchers 502223LF - 502223LF 
Liquid Fuels Fund for December, 2007 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Urban, seconded by Commissioner Petrilla 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 
Wachovia Bank, Vouchers 400298WC - 400300WC 
Worker’s Compensation for December, 2007 

  
It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 
MOTION 

 
Request a motion to ratify and confirm payment of the following vouchers: 

 
Wachovia Bank, Vouchers 458299GF – 459123GF 
County General Fund for 2008 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Urban, seconded by Commissioner Skrepenak 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 
 

PNC Bank, Vouchers 502224LF – 502246LF 
Liquid Fuels Fund for 2008 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Urban, seconded by Commissioner Skrepenak 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 
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Wachovia Bank, Vouchers 400301WC – 400304WC 
Worker’s Compensation for 2008 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Urban, seconded by Commissioner Skrepenak 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 
REQUEST A MOTION TO APPROVE/RATIFY THE FOLLOWING STATE OF 

EMERGENCY EVENTS AND THEIR DATES AS LISTED: 
 

 
Hazleton and Hazle Township 

 
REQUEST A MOTION TO ADOPT A RESOLUTION CONTINUING A 
DECLARATION OF A STATE OF EMERGENCY WITHIN THE CITY OF 
HAZLETON AND HAZLE TOWNSHIP, LUZERNE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA. 
RESOLUTION DATED FEBRUARY 6, 2008. 

 
 

Luzerne County State of Emergency - Bridges 
 

Request a Motion to adopt a Resolution declaring the existence of a state of emergency in 
the County of Luzerne relating to all County – owned bridges.  Resolution dated: 
February 6, 2008. 

 
 

Luzerne County State of Emergency –Flooding 
 

Request a motion of the Luzerne County Board of Commissioners to approve/ratify 
continuing the State of Emergency from June 26th, 2006 due to flash flooding and 
flooding from the Susquehanna River. This motion is for the weeks of February 4, 2008 
and February11, 2008. 

 
 

Luzerne County State of Emergency – Flash Flooding 
 

Request a motion of the Luzerne County Board of Commissioners to approve/ratify 
continuing the State of Emergency from November 16TH, 2006 due to flash flooding.  
This motion is for the weeks of February 4, 2008, and February 11, 2008. 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN
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MOTION 

 
Faithful Performance Bond 

 
Request a motion to approve a correction to the premium approved for the Faithful 
Performance Bond, effective January 1, 2008 to December 31, 2008, through Joseph J. 
Joyce Associates, Inc.  The premium approved at the December 21, 2007 
Commissioners’ Meeting was $1,002.00; the correct amount is $1,102.00.  

 
It was moved by Commissioner Urban, seconded by Commissioner Skrepenak 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 
 

MOTION 
 

Automobile Insurance 
 

Request a motion to approve an additional premium for the Automobile Insurance, 
effective January 1, 2008 to December 31, 2008, through Joseph J. Joyce Associates, Inc.  
The premium must be increased due to the addition of four (4) vehicles to the policy.  
The additional premium is $3,934.00.   

 
It was moved by Commissioner Urban, seconded by Commissioner Skrepenak 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 
MOTION 

 
Public Defenders Liability Insurance 

 
Request a motion to approve The National Association of Salaried Professionals 
Purchasing Group (NASPPG), Lloyd’s of London as Public Defenders Liability 
Insurance provider for a total of $9,674.00, effective February 1, 2008 to January 31, 
2009 through Joseph J. Joyce Associates, Inc., with optional 2 years renewal based on 
yearly percentage increase.  This would be subject to the Solicitor’s review and approval. 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Urban, seconded by Commissioner Petrilla 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 

MOTION 

Assessment Appeals Office/ Tax Refunds 
 

Request a Motion to approve the following refunds through the Assessment Appeals 
Office: 

 
Bemis Company Inc. 222 S. 9th Street, Minneapolis, MN for property 
In Valmont Park, West Hazleton. -----------------------------------$6,671.96 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Urban, seconded by Commissioner Skrepenak 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 
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MOTION 

Pass Through Contract Agreement January 2008 
 

Request a motion of the Luzerne County Board of Commissioners authorizing the 
execution of a Pass Through Contract Agreement between Luzerne County and Catholic 
Social Services, effective January 23, 2008 for Intensive Outpatient Treatment Services 
related to the Luzerne County Treatment Court.  This Pass Through Contract Agreement 
is being required by the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency (PCCD) as  
 
part of the application which was authorized at the July 18, 2007 Commissioners’ 
Meeting, which has previously been submitted to PCCD by the County, and has been 
awarded. 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 

MOTION 

2003 Capital Projects Bond Issue – 2003D-27 (Appendix Page 23 thru 25) 
 

REQUEST A MOTION TO AUTHORIZE THE TRANSFER OF $ 743,227.11 FROM 
THE 2003 CAPITAL PROJECTS BOND ISSUE SERIES D FOR ITEMS IDENTIFIED 
ON SCHEDULE “A” OF REQUISITION 2003D-27. 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Urban, seconded by Commissioner Petrilla 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 
MOTION 

Gypsy Moth Suppression Program 
 

Request a motion to approve the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources’ 
County/Municipal Cooperative Agreement FPM 08-01/02/03 Gypsy Moth Suppression 
Program in the amount of $134,963.00. 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 

MOTION 

West Nile Virus Grant Award 
 

Request a motion to accept the West Nile Virus Grant Award for January 1, 2008 through 
December 31, 2008 in the amount $157,103.00 pending State budget approval. 

  
It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 
MOTION 

Lease Agreement with Freeman Realty, Inc. - Magistrates Office/Amesbury 
 

Request a motion to enter into a 10 year lease agreement with Freeman Realty, Inc. for 
approximately 4000 sq. ft. of office space and 350 sq. ft. of storage space at 100 Hazle 
Street, Wilkes-Barre, PA to be utilized for the office of District Justice 1-01 at a monthly 
rental to be determined as follows: 

 
            1st year - $16.00/sq. ft. 
            2nd year - $16.50/sq.ft. 
            3rd year through 10th year – 3% per annum increase over 2nd year rate 
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Commissioner Urban questioned if there was a termination clause in the lease. Attorney 
Blaum responded that there was a sixty day termination clause in the lease.  
 

            It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Petrilla 
  
 ‘AYES’ PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 

MOTION 

Tax Increment Financing Act 
 

Request a motion of the Luzerne County Board of Commissioners to adopt the resolution 
of the Lieb Tract Tax Increment District.   

 
            It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Petrilla 
 

“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 
 

MOTION 

Collective Bargaining Agreement – Court Related Unit 
 

Request a motion to ratify the Collective Bargaining agreement between Luzerne County 
and the Luzerne County Court Related Unit. Effective January 1, 2007 through December 
31, 2011. 
 
Commissioner Skrepenak requested that Human Resources Director, Doug Richards, 
review the contract. Mr. Richards stated that it was a five year contract for the court 
related employees from the Prothonotary, Sheriff, Recorder of Deeds, and Clerk of 
Courts. Mr. Richards stated that the employees would switch to the management plan in 
January 2009 and start to contribute in January 2010. Mr. Richards stated the pay scale 
would be $1200 retro active to 2007, then yearly increments of $1250, $1300, and $1350.  

 
 It was moved by Commissioner Urban, seconded by Commissioner Skrepenak 
 
 ‘AYES’ PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN  
 
 

MOTION 

Valley Crest Land/Agreement of Sale with Valley Crest Nursing, Inc. 
 

Request a motion to ratify an Agreement of Sale with Valley Crest Nursing, Inc. for the 
sale of a minimum of 8.2 acres of real estate in Plains, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania for 
a consideration of $95,000 per acre ($779,000 minimum consideration). 

 
 It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 
 
 “AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 
 

END OF COMMUNICATIONS 
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TREASURER’S OFFICE – MICHAEL L. MORREALE 
 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
 

 
Request a motion to accept the following Financial Statement: 

 
CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCES 

 
As of:  January 10, 2008 

 
WACHOVIA BANK 

General Fund......................................................................................................... $16,006,349.43 
School, Road & Institution District ......................................................................... 1,712,436.82  
Real Estate Tax Sale Account .................................................................................. 1,663,399.30 
Self Insured Workers Compensation Fund ................................................................. 62,273.06 
Domestic Relations IV-D Fund ................................................................................... 564,922.41 
Patients’ Personal Fund Account ................................................................................... 7,550.00 
911 Construction Fund .................................................................................................. 68,581.30 
911 Operational Fund.................................................................................................. 102,141.87 
 
PNC BANK 

Transportation Department.……….……..……………………...............................$176,056.59              
Office for the Aging................................................................................................... 1,093,241.04 
Children & Youth Services…………………………………………………………3,201,922.24 
Mental Health/Mental Retardation.................................................................... ……193,629.16 
Office of Human Services ................................................................................................ 3,386.14 
Drug & Alcohol Program .............................................................................................. 27,506.52 
Liquid Fuels Tax Fund ................................................................................................ 100,430.77 
Luzerne County GWBIF Escrow Account .................................................................. 27,576.23 
Juvenile Probation JCJC Grant-in-Aid……………………………………………...318,418.00  

CITIZENS BANK 

Adult Probation Special Account ............................................................................. $239,967.61 
Luzerne County Bridges................................................................................................ 96,788.40 
Hazardous Material Emergency Response Account................................................... 18,652.94 
EMA Radiation Emergency Response Fund ............................................................... 51,989.41 
 
FIRST NATIONAL COMMUNITY BANK 

Luzerne County Convention and Visitors Bureau.................................................... $50,879.51 
Luzerne County Agencies Account.......................................................................... 1,172,121.29 
Luzerne County Solid Waste Recycle Account ......................................................... 135,758.28 Luzerne 
County Property Tax Collection................................................................................. 143,116.17 

 
FIDELITY DEPOSIT & DISCOUNT BANK 

Wyoming Valley Airport Account.............................................................................. $32,154.54 
Offenders Supervision Fund .................................................................................................. 0.00 
Tri-County Airport Feasibility Study ............................................................................ 2,553.79 
Luzerne County 2002 A & B Capital Projects ............................................................ 48,791.67 
Luzerne County 2003 A & B Capital Projects .......................................................... 174,666.32 
Luzerne County 2003 D Capital Projects .................................................................. 253,710.83 
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CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT 
Principal Values Only 
As of January 10, 2008 

 
Liquid Fuels Tax Fund        $2,000,000.00 
Domestic Relations IV-D Fund       $1,985,000.00 
911 Construction Fund        $300,000.00 
Mental Health/Mental Retardation       $2,750,000.00 
Office of Human Services        $225,000.00 
Drug & Alcohol Program        $150,000.00 
Adult Probation Special Account       $1,750,000.00 
Hazardous Material Emergency Response Account    $160,000.00 
Solid Waste Recycle Account       $700,000.00 
Luzerne County Agencies Account       $2,275,000.00 
 
          Total: $12,295,000.00 
 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 
 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 
 

CONTROLLERS REPORT- ACTING CONTROLLER, ANTHONY J. MARTINELLI 
 

Request a motion to ratify and confirm payment of the following vouchers: 
 

1. Request a motion to authorize the Controller to make the following payments under the Luzerne 
County Community Development Program for various services and projects: 

 
$132,522.52 Community Development Block Grant Program 
$33,217.31 Emergency Shelter Grant Program 
$84,685.40 HOME Investment Partnership Program 
 

 It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 
 
 “AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 
2. Request a motion to ratify and confirm the payment of $15,595.00 to the Penn State 
Cooperative Extension, 16 Luzerne Ave., Suite 200, West Pittston, PA. This is the County’s 
appropriation for the month of January 2008. 

 
 It was moved by Commissioner Urban, seconded by Commissioner Skrepenak 
 
 “AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 
 

3. Request a motion to ratify and confirm the payment of $526,665.00 to the Luzerne County 
Community College, 1333 Prospect St., Nanticoke, PA. This is the County’s January 2008 
appropriation. 

 
 It was moved by Commissioner Urban, seconded by Commissioner Skrepenak 
 
 “AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 
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Request a motion to confirm the following: 

 
Transportation Department: 
Voucher No. 533537 to 533632 inclusive  in the amount of $624,511.25 

 
Bureau for the Aging: 
Voucher No. 716122 to 716583 inclusive  in the amount of $1,143,081.24 

 
Children and Youth: 
Voucher No. 729305 to 730132 inclusive  in the amount of $5,792,421.04 

 
Mental Health / Mental Retardation: 
Voucher No. 742596 to 742736 inclusive  in the amount of $6,651,681.37 

 
Human Services: 
Voucher No. 750482 to 750524 inclusive  in the amount of $1,907,757.46 

 
Drug and Alcohol: 
Voucher No. 760780 to 760835 inclusive  in the amount of $1,426,997.88          
 

   It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 
 
 “AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 
Acting Controller, Anthony J. Martinelli 

 
END OF CONTROLLERS REPORT 

 
 
 

HUMAN SERVICES – JOSEPH DEVIZIA, DIRECTOR 
 

 
REQUEST A MOTION TO APPROVE/RATIFY THE FOLLOWING CONTRACTS FOR 
THE PROVIDERS, SERVICES, TERMS, AND RATES SPECIFIED: 

 
                       RATE/ 
PROVIDER   SERVICE            TERM       CONTRACT/CAP 
 
TRANSPORTATION: 
 
Posten    Transportation       1/1/08-6/30/08  $9.55/ trips less than 5 miles   
Transportation   Services     $11.40/trips of 5 miles or  
Company         greater 
 
Conyngham Care  Transportation Serv      "     "  $9.55/trip  
 
It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 
 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 
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REQUEST A MOTION TO APPROVE/RATIFY THE FOLLOWING CONTRACT 
AMENDMENTS FOR THE PROVIDERS, SERVICES, TERMS, AND RATES 
SPECIFIED: 

 
PROVIDER      SERVICE   TERM       FROM   TO 
 
AREA AGENCY ON AGING: 
 
Caregivers America  Emergency              7/1/07-6/30/08       $1,000 $1,700 

Response       
 
Luzerne/Wyoming  Transportation               1/1/08-6/30/08        *$1.45 $1.70 
Counties   (Rate Changes)                   *$1.80 $2.05 
Transportation Dept.               $9.65 $11.20 
                $11.85 $13.40 
                $14.95 Discontinued 
*Lottery 
 

MENTAL HEALTH/MENTAL RETARDATION: 
 
Suncom Industries,  Home & Comm.,           7/1/07-6/30/08       $38,042 $42,042 
Inc.    Employmt., Pre-Voc., 
    & Transport Srvs. 
 
Bayada Nurses, Inc.  Respite In-Home,       “            “       $225,400 $238,700 
    Home & Comm. Srv., 
    & Specialized Supports 
 
Home Sweet    Respite In-Home,       “            “       $49,000 $57,000 
Home Personal  Home & Comm. & 
Care, Inc.   Specialized Supports 
 
Institute for Human   Residential             “            “      $4,293,453 $4,376,002 
Res. 
 
PROVIDER      SERVICE   TERM       FROM   TO 

MENTAL HEALTH/MENTAL RETARDATION: (Continued) 
 
Impact Systems, Inc.  Residential &             “     "    $3,765,562  $3,864,301 
    Employmt. Srvs. 
 
Step-By-Step, Inc.  Residential, Comm.     “            “    $6,752,098  $6,848,450 
    Habilit., Employmt. Srv. 
    & Housing Support 
 
ARC of Wyoming   Residential                    7/1/07-6/30/08     $1,057,103 $1,078,246 
Cty. 
 
Goodwill Industries  Employmt.,          “            “     $1,730,980 $1,765,375 
Transport.   & Residential Srvs. 
 
Nat’l Mentor    Residential Srvs.          “            “     $1,283,057 $1,317,869 
Healthcare 
 
Luz-Wyo. Transp.   Transport Srvs.   “            “      $9.65/Trip $11.20/Trip 
Dept.    Transport Srvs.   “            “      $11.85/Trip$13.40/Trip 
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TRANSPORTATION:  
 
Volunteers   Transportation               7/1/07-6/30/08      $8.05/trip $9.55/trip  
of America   Services 
 
Community   Transportation   " "      $8.05/trip $9.55/trip  
Counseling   Services 
Services 
 
Northeast Counseling  Transportation    " "      $8.05/trip $9.55/trip 
Services   Services 
 
Children’s   Transportation   " "      $8.05/trip $9.55/trip 
Service   Services 
Center 
 
Northeast Foster  Transportation   " "     $9.65/trip $11.20/trip 
Care    Services          less than 5 mi.  
              $11.85/trip  $13.40/trip 
              Greater than 5 mi. 
 
Community   Transportation            7/1/07-6/30/08      $9.65/trip $11.20/trip  
Counseling   Services          $11.85/trip $13.40/trip 
Services 
 
Wyoming County  Transportation   " "      $9.65/trip $11.20/trip  
Human Services  Services          $11.85/trip $13.40/trip 
 
Northeast Counseling  Transportation   " "      $9.65/trip $11.20/trip 
Services   Services          $11.85/trip $13.40/trip 
 
Association for the   Transportation    " "      $9.65/trip $11.20/trip 
Blind    Services          $11.85/trip $13.40/trip 
 
Children’s Service  Transportation   " "      $9.65/trip $11.20/trip 
Center    Services          $11.85/trip $13.40/trip 
 
 
PROVIDER     SERVICE   TERM     FROM      TO 
 
TRANSPORTATION: (Continued) 
 
Institute for Human  Transportation   " " $9.65/trip $11.20/trip 
Resources   Services     $11.85/trip $13.40/trip 
 
Children & Youth  Transportation   " " $9.65/trip $11.20/trip   
    Services     $11.85/trip $13.40/trip 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 
 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 
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REQUEST A MOTION TO APPROVE/RATIFY THE FOLLOWING CONTRACT CHANGE 
FOR: 

 
AREA AGENCY ON AGING: 

 
Terminate the agreement between Area Agency on Aging for Luzerne-Wyoming Counties and 
Independent Life Services after the completion of the period July 1, 2007 through January 31, 
2008 for the amount of $30,527.00.  Approve a new agreement between the Area Agency on 
Aging with UDS Independent Living Services LLC for the period of February 1, 2008 through 
June 30, 2008 for the amount of $24,873.00. 

 
 It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 
 
 “AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 
 

REQUEST A MOTION TO APPROVE/RATIFY THE FOLLOWING AGREEMENT FOR: 
 

CHILDREN & YOUTH: 
 

Between the County of Luzerne, the University of Pittsburgh, and the following Luzerne County 
Children & Youth Services' employee to participate in the Child Welfare Education for Leadership 
(CWEL) Program: Randi Setta 

 
 It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 
 
 “AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 

TRANSPORTATION: 
 

The Luzerne County Board of Commissioners to approve/ratify the Intergovernmental Agreement 
to Authorize Electronic Access to Pennsylvania Department of Transportation Systems between 
Luzerne/Wyoming Counties Transportation Department and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation.  

 
 It was moved by Commissioner Urban, seconded by Commissioner Skrepenak 
 
 “AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 
 
 

REQUEST A MOTION TO APPROVE/RATIFY THE FOLLOWING APPLICATION 
SUBMISSIONS FOR: 

 
OFFICE OF HUMAN SERVICES: 

 
The Luzerne County Board of Commissioners to approve/ratify the submission of an application 
to the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency (PCCD) as well as authorization for 
the Chairperson of the Board of Commissioners to execute any and all documents necessary for 
the application for and receipt of award in regard to the STOP Violence Against Women grant 
2008/2009. 

 
 It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 
 
 “AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 
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OFFICE OF HUMAN SERVICES: 
 

The Luzerne County Board of Commissioners to approve/ratify the submission of an application 
to the Department of Public Welfare, Office of Child Development and Early Learning as well as 
authorization for the Chairperson of the Board of Commissioners to execute any and all 
documents necessary for the application and receipt of award in regard to the Subsidized Child 
Care Grant (CCIS) for 2008/2009. 

 
 It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 
 
 “AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 
 

ENGINEER’S OFFICE – JOSEPH GIBBONS, ENGINEER 
 

MOTION 

Request a motion to authorize the proper officials to advertise for Architectural Design, 
Engineering Design and Construction Management Services for renovations to the Office of 
Human Services, 111 Penn Avenue, Wilkes-Barre, PA and Office of Human Services leased space 
at 85 East Union Street, Wilkes-Barre, PA. 

 
 It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 
 
 “AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 
 

MOTION 

Request a motion to authorize the proper officials to advertise for Construction Management 
Services for renovations to the Voting Machine Warehouse, 135 Water Street, Wilkes-Barre, PA. 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 

MOTION 

Request a motion to authorize the proper officials to advertise for a 5-year Maintenance 
Agreement for security equipment. 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 

MOTION 

Request a motion to authorize the proper officials to advertise for a 5-year Maintenance 
Agreement for fire alarm equipment. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 

MOTION 

Request a motion to authorize the proper officials to adopt a resolution for a Supplemental 
Reimbursement Agreement in addition to existing agreement no. 048647A with PennDOT for 
County Bridge No. 24203 (Cleveland Street).  The Supplemental Agreement includes additional 
Right-of-Way Acquisition costs, Act 26 Funding for Utilities and Right-of-Way, Audit and DBE 
requirements. 

 
 It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 
 

“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 
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ROAD & BRIDGE DEPARTMENT – JOSEPH GIBBONS 

 
MOTION 

 
Request a motion to authorize the proper officials to ratify the award of the Luzerne County 
Emergency Bridge Replacement of Spring Hill Drive (T-483) and Oakdale Drive (T-532) over a 
Tributary to Hunlock Creek in Hunlock Township, Luzerne County, PA to the lowest bidder 
Latona Trucking, Inc., 620 South Main Street, Pittston, PA 18640, in the amount of $709,049.75.   

 
It was moved by Commissioner Urban, seconded by Commissioner Skrepenak 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 

MOTION 

Request a motion for permission to advertise for the following items: 
 

• TRAFFIC LINE PAINTING 
1 ANTI-SKID MATERIALS 
2 BITUMINOUS PAVING MATERIALS 
3 CRUSHED STONE & ROCK LINING MATERIALS 
4 GASOLINE & DIESEL FUEL OIL DELIVERY 
5 LUBRICANTS 
6 PRESSURE TREATED BRIDGE PLANKS 
7 READY MIXED CONCRETE 
8 PRECAST CONCRETE INLETS 
9 HIGH DENSITY POLYETHYLENE DRAINAGE PIPE 
10 ROADWAY SIGNS 
11 GENERAL USE HERBICIDES 
12 LAWN AND LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE 
13 DOUBLE SHREDDED BARK MULCH 
14 HYDRO SEEDING 
15 GRASS SEED, FERTILIZER AND GRANULATED LIME 
 

 It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 
 
 “AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 
 

PURCHASING DEPARTMENT-GREGORY HUNSINGER, DIRECTOR 
 
 

MOTION 
 

REQUEST A MOTION TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS: 
 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL SPECIAL PROJECTS:  LARVICIDING CATCH BASINS 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 
 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 
 
Mr. Hunsinger requested to go off of the agenda. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 
 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN” 
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Request a motion to reject the bid for flag holders due to lack of bid security. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 
 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 
 
Request a motion to re-advertise for flag holders. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 
 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION – ADRIAN MEROLLI, DIRECTOR 
 

MOTION 
 

Request a motion to adopt a resolution authorizing the filing and execution of the annual 
Transportation Planning Grant with PaDOT to fund the transportation planning activities for 
Fiscal Year 2008-09 in the amount of $ 266,485. 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 
Request a motion for permission to advertise an RFP for surveying services for the County’s 
Agricultural Land Preservation Program for 2008.  The cost of this service is entirely funded by 
the Pa. Department of Agriculture. 
 
It was moved by Commissioner Urban, seconded by Commissioner Skrepenak 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 
Request a motion to authorize the Chairman of the Board of Luzerne County Commissioners to 
Execute any, and all, documents relating to the sale of land to Valley Crest Nursing, Inc. as per the 
sales agreement approved by the county commissioners at their November 14, 2007 meeting, 
subject to the approval of the County solicitor. 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Urban, seconded by Commissioner Skrepenak 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 
  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – ANDY REILLY, DIRECTOR 
 

MOTION 
 

Request a motion authorizing the adoption of a resolution by the Board of Commissioners of the 
County of Luzerne, approving the Luzerne County Community Development Action Plan for 
Fiscal Year 2008, and authorizing the Chairman of the Board of Commissioners to execute any 
and all documents relative to the application for and receipt of Community Development Block 
Grant, HOME and Emergency Shelter Grant Funds.   

 
It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 
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Request a motion authorizing the execution of a subordination agreement for property located at 2-
12 West Broad Street, Hazleton City.  Subordination of the County’s position will allow The 
Hazleton Development Company to secure additional financing for the Markle Building.  
Repayment of County loan funds will not be impacted by the subordination. 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Urban, seconded by Commissioner Petrilla 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, URBAN 
“NAY” SKREPENAK 

END OF DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS 

 
 
 

PERSONNEL 
 

JANUARY 23, 2008 
 
 

REQUEST A MOTION TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS AT: 
 

CHILDREN & YOUTH: 
 

The Appointment of the following Clerk 2’s at an annual salary of $19,943. 
 Ruth Burns, West Wyoming, effective January 25, 2008 

 Jocelyn Reese, Wilkes-Barre, effective February 1, 2008 
 
 

MENTAL HEATH/MENTAL RETARDATION: 
 

Kelly Kohl, Hanover Twp., as a Clerk 2 at an annual salary of $21,376, effective February 1, 
2008. 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Petrilla 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 
REQUEST A MOTION TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING RECLASSIFICATIONS AT AGING: 

 
 

Rhonda Adams to Administrative Assistant 1 at an annual salary of $43,810 effective January 28, 
2008. 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 
REQUEST A MOTION TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING PAY ADJUSTMENTS AT: 

 
TRANSPORTATION: 

 
Charline Eckhart, Part Time Driver, at an hourly rate of $8.25 effective December 14, 2007. 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Urban, seconded by Commissioner Skrepenak 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 
REQUEST A MOTION TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING RETIREMENT AT: 

 
AGING: 

 
Dolores Lynch, Clerk 2, effective December 26, 2007. 
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It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 
 
 

REQUEST A MOTION TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING RESIGNATIONS AT: 
 

AGING: 
 

Melissa Novak, Aging Care Manager 2, effective January 11, 2008. 
 
 

CHILDREN & YOUTH: 
 

Kerris Bellino, Caseworker 2, effective January 4, 2008. 
 
 

Tammy Ignatovich, Clerk 2, effective January 11, 2008. 
 

Dawn Davis, Caseworker 2, effective January 11, 2008. 
 
 

MENTAL HEALTH/MENTAL RETARDATION: 
 

Daniel Hyzenski, Caseworker 2, effective January 11, 2008. 
 

Paulette Zerfoss, Caseworker 2, effective January 17, 2008. 
 
 

TRANSPORTATION: 
 

Tim Nevel, Part Time Driver, effective December 7, 2007. 
 

Charles Chisarick, Part Time Driver, effective December 10, 2007. 
 

John Carey, Part Time Driver, effective December 11, 2007. 
 

John Stair, Part Time Driver, effective December 21, 2007. 
 
 

LUZERNE COUNTY 911: 
 

Holly Hockenbury, Telecommunicator, effective December 22, 2007. 
 

Phil Veet, Deputy Director, effective January 18, 2008.  
 

COMMISSIONERS OFFICE: 

 Samuel T. Guesto, Jr., County Manager/Chief Clerk, effective February 15, 2008. 

Commissioner Petrilla stated that Mr. Guesto’s resignation was on this motion. Commissioner 
Petrilla stated she was accepting this resignation however she wanted to thank Sam for all his 
years of service and wish him the best of luck in the future. 
 
Commissioner Skrepenak commented that he appreciated all the hard work Mr. Guesto had put in, 
some of which has gone unnoticed. Commissioner Skrepenak stated that Sam was an integral part 
in all the good things that have taken place in the county. Commissioner Skrepenak stated that he 
recommended Mr. Guesto tender his resignation. Commissioner Skrepenak stated this would give 
the board the opportunity to re-advertise the position. He stated that this was now a new 
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administration and things were changing. Commissioner Skrepenak thanked Mr. Guesto for his 
years of service and wished him the best of luck. 
It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 

 

REQUEST A MOTION TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING TERMINATION AT: 

COMMISSIONERS OFFICE: 

Kathy Bozinski, Public Information Officer, effective January 23, 2008. 

It was moved by Commissioner Urban, seconded by Commissioner Petrilla 
 

“AYES” PETRILLA, URBAN 
 

“NAY” SKREPENAK 
 
 
 REQUEST A MOTION TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING LEAVE OF ABSENCE AT: 

 
CHILDREN & YOUTH: 

 
A Leave of Absence for Amy Kozar, Fiscal Technician, effective January 4 through January 18, 
2008. 

 
A Leave of Absence Without Pay for Florence Swantek, Clerk 2, effective January 8, 2008. 

 
A  FMLA for Joanne Van Saun, Casework Manager 2, effective December 3, 2007.  

 
A  FMLA for W. Thomas Gregory, Caseworker 2, effective January 8, 2008. 

 
 

TRANSPORTATION: 
 

A  FMLA for April Kelley, Scheduler, effective December 11, 2007. 
 

A  FMLA for Paul Stolarski, Driver, effective January 29, 2008 
 

A Leave Without Pay for Rose Capristo, Scheduler, effective December 13 and 14, 2007. 
 

It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 
 

“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 
 

REQUEST A MOTION TO APPROVE/RATIFY THE FOLLOWING TRAININGS FOR: 
                                     
                             APPROX. 
ATTENDEE               TITLE            LOCATION           DATE            COST 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH: 

 
Marcia Barnes        Hispanics in W.P.  Wilkes-Barre          11/13/07    $100 
 
Deanna German    Anger Control   Wilkes-Barre            11/28/07    $150 

Made Easy 
 
Rodney Hermonofski CAPS    State College          12/18/07    $221 
 
Frank Castano  CAPS and Shared  State College      12/18-12/19/07   $185 
   Case Management 
 
Peggy O'Connor Shared Case Mgt.  State College          12/19/07    $249 
          
Gerard Muth        P.C.Y.A.   Harrisburg       1/16-1/17/08   $990  
Frank Castano                         1/15-1/18/08 
 

MENTAL HEALTH/MENTAL RETARDATION: 
 
Tara Gallagher Mental Health &  Scranton          2/5/08    $195 

 the Law in PA  
 
Rich Burns  Mental Health   Allentown          1/8/08    $84 
James Davis  Housing Plan 
   Meeting 
 
Judy Kresky  Early Learning  Harrisburg          1/17/08    $97 
   Forum 
 
Judy Kresky  Early Intervention  King of Prussia        1/18/08    $116 
Marilee McDonough Leadership Conf. 
 

APPROX. 
ATTENDEE               TITLE            LOCATION           DATE            COST 
 

MENTAL HEALTH/MENTAL RETARDATION: (Continued) 
 
Gina Galli  MH/MR Program  Hershey          1/24/08    $172 
   Adm. (PAAP) 
   Winter Meeting 
 
*Tami Kester   Practice session  Harrisburg 1/28/08 or 1/30/08   $114 

for new assessment             or 1/31/08 
process 

 
*Gail Matushek  Practice session   Harrisburg 1/28/08 or 1/30/08     $8 
   for new assessment            or 1/31/08 
   process 
* The practice session is only one date but the State requires three dates.  The State will then notify as to 
what date they select that they are to attend.  
   
 

OFFICE OF HUMAN SERVICES: 
 
Carlie Wetzel  Safe Haven/   San Francisco       3/13-3/14/08   No Cost 
   Fatherhood 
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BOARD OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS: 
 
12 Certified   NECAAP   Luzerne County         2/20/08       $1,080.00 
Property Evaluators (Northeast Chapter   EMA Building 
   Assessors Association  
   of PA.) 
 

It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Petrilla 
 

“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 
 

BOARD APPOINTMENTS 

 

REQUEST A MOTION TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING BOARD APPOINTMENTS: 
 

LUZERNE/SCHUYLKILL WORKFORCE INVESTMENT BOARD, INC.  (WIB) 
    RE- APPOINT: 

 
William Desciak, representing North Eastern Pennsylvania Industrial Resource Center, Hanover 
Industrial Park, 75 Youth Street, Wilkes-Barre, PA 18706-1471, effective retroactive January 1, 
2008 to January 1, 2010.   

 
Peter Halesey, representing Wilkes-Barre Area Vocational Technical School, Jumper Road,  
Plains, PA 18702, effective retroactive January 1, 2008 to January 1, 2010.   

 
Carmen Rosa Kahiu, representing Sallie Mae, Inc. 220 Lasley Avenue, Hanover Industrial Estates, 
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702, effective retroactive January 1, 2008 to January 1, 2010.  

 
Thomas M. Maheady, representing Borton Lawson Engineering, 613 Baltimore Drive, Wilkes-
Barre, PA 18702, effective retroactive January 1, 2008 to January 1, 2010.  

 
Kevin O’Donnell, representing Can-Do, 1 South Church Street, Hazleton, PA 18201, effective 
retroactive January 1, 2008 to January 1, 2010. 

 
Michael Pasonick, representing Pasonick Engineer & Surveyor, 165 Wilkes-Barre Boulevard,  
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702, effective retroactive January 1, 2008 to January 1, 2010. 

 
Joe Salvo, representing Joe’s Body Shop, Norman Street, Pittston Twp., PA 18640, effective 
retroactive January 1, 2008 to January 1, 2010. 

 
E. Gary Slusser, representing Slusser Brothers Plumbing, 272 Bowman Street, Wilkes-Barre, PA 
18702, effective retroactive January 1, 2008 to January 1, 2010.  

 
Paul Tomek, representing Tomek Masonry & Concrete, Inc., 83 Oakdale Drive, Hunlock Creek, 
PA 18621, effective retroactive January 1, 2008 to January 1, 2010.  
 
Commissioner Skrepenak stated that this board was mandated that 51% be from the private sector.  
 
Commissioner Urban stated that attendance was very important on these boards. Commissioner 
Urban requested that the county monitor the attendance closely. 
 
Commissioner Skrepenak stated that he agreed attendance should be monitored, however, people 
have resigned from the board due to the monthly meetings. Commissioner Skrepenak stated that 
the 51% was very hard to maintain and that he was impressed that we were currently at 53%. 
Commissioner Skrepenak urged anyone interested in the WIB board to submit their application or 
resumes. 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Petrilla 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 
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LUZERNE/SCHUYLKILL WORKFORCE INVESTMENT BOARD, INC.  (WIB) 

    REQUEST A MOTION TO APPOINT: 

Andrew Reilly, representative of the public sector, Luzerne County Community Development, 
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702, effective retroactive January 1, 2008 to January 1, 2010. 

 
Cheryl A. Lutz, Coordinator, Workers’ Compensation, 25 Lincoln Drive, Hanover Township, PA

 8706, effective retroactive January 1, 2008 to January 1, 2010. 
 

Patricia A. Staples, Penn Millers Insurance Company, P.O. Box P, 72 North Franklin Street, 
Wilkes-Barre, 18773-0016 effective retroactive January 1, 2008 to December 31, 2009. 

 
Tara Mugford Wilson, President/CEO, 700 Scott Street, P.O. Box 1048, Wilkes-Barre, PA 18703-
1048 effective retroactive January 1, 2008 to March 23, 2010.   

 
R. Noel Duffy, Commission on Economic Opportunity, Wilkes-Barre, PA 18703-1127 effective 
retroactive January 1, 2008 to January 1, 2010. 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 
WYOMING VALLEY LEVEE RAISING PROJECT MITIGATION ADVISORY BOARD 

 
REQUEST A MOTION TO RE-APPOINT: 

 
Commissioner Gregory A. Skrepenak, 325 West Center Hill Road, Dallas 
Commissioner Stephen A. Urban, 166 Willow Street, Wilkes-Barre 
Adrian Merolli, 79 North Lehigh Street, Shavertown 
For a one year term effective January 1, 2008 through December 31, 2008. 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Petrilla 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 
 

WYOMING VALLEY LEVEE RAISING PROJECT MITIGATION ADVISORY BOARD 
 

REQUEST A MOTION TO APPOINT: 
 

Commissioner Maryanne C. Petrilla, Chairman, 55Aristocrat Circle, Sugarloaf  
Christopher Belleman, 620 Gibson Avenue, Kingston 
For a one year term effective January 1, 2008 through December 31, 2008. 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Urban, seconded by Commissioner Skrepenak 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 

 
 

LUZERNE COUNTY FLOOD PROTECTION AUTHORITY BOARD APPOINTMENTS: 
 

REQUEST A MOTION TO RE-APPOINT: 
 

Adrian Merolli, 79 North Lehigh Street, Shavertown 
For a five year term effective January 1, 2008 through December 31, 2012 
 
Commissioner Skrepenak questioned if this was mandated. Commissioner Urban answered yes. 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Urban, seconded by Commissioner Petrilla 
 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 
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REQUEST A MOTION TO APPOINT: 
 

Commissioner Maryanne C. Petrilla, Chairman, 55Aristocrat Circle, Sugarloaf  
For a three year term effective January 1, 2008 to December 31, 2010 

 
Christopher Belleman, 620 Gibson Avenue, Kingston 
For a four year term effective January 1, 2008 to December 31, 2011 

 
It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 

 
“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 
 
Commissioner Petrilla stated that the Board of Commissioners would be advertising a salary board 
meeting to be held, Monday, January 28, 2008 at 11 A.M. 

 
 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

 

It was moved by Commissioner Skrepenak, seconded by Commissioner Urban 
 

“AYES” PETRILLA, SKREPENAK, URBAN 
 

     END OF PERSONNEL 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectively submitted, 

 
_______________________________ 

Jennifer Thomas, Recording Secretary 
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