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part of the work plan for this project to correct mapping 
inconsistencies.  Therefore, some geographic inconsistencies may 
remain on the map.
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APPENDIX 3 

 
Potential Funding Sources 

  



   Fact  Sheet 

 

 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania   •   Department of Environmental Protection 

POTENTIAL FUNDING SOURCES FOR WATERSHED GROUPS 
Many watershed groups have volunteers to work on numerous projects within their watershed boundaries.  They 
try to resolve or remediate current problems by giving many hours of service, and they may also help in the 
prevention of water quality problems in the future. 

However, to perform these services, groups need money for the purchase of equipment and supplies.  This 
funding is not always easy to find.  The following is a list of potential funding sources and references for use by 
watershed groups.  This is not all-inclusive, and you may find other sources not currently on the list.  Make sure 
you are aware of the administrative requirements for any grant that you pursue. 

In addition to the funding sources available for watershed groups, watershed groups should consider funding 
sources for individual landowners. Funding sources for landowners are included in the further references section 
of this publication. 

The Pa. Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) does not necessarily endorse the use of any specific 
group from the list and is supplying names for informational purposes only. 
 

SOURCE OF 
ASSISTANCE 

 
WORK 

NUMBER 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

OF PROGRAM 
ASSESS-

MENT PLANNING 

IMPLE-
MENTA-

TION OTHER *
DCNR 
Pennsylvania Forest 
Stewardship/Stream 
ReLeaf Program 

717-783-0381 Cost-Share (75%) 
assistance for riparian 
zone protection or 
improvement projects: 
stream bank restoration, 
fencing and crossings. 

 X X  

DCNR 
Rivers Conservation 
Program 
Harrisburg, PA 

717-787-2316 Conserve and enhance 
river resources by offering 
planning grants, technical 
assistance, 
implementation grants, 
development grants, and 
acquisition grants. 

X X X  

DEP 
Stream Improvement 
Program (SIP) 

717-787-3411 Assistance through the 
construction of small 
projects to prevent 
flooding, restore natural 
stream channels and to 
stabilize banks. 

 X X  

DEP 
Stream Bank Fencing 
Program 

717-783-7577 To improve water quality 
and reduce soil erosion by 
constructing one or two 
strand fences to limit 
livestock access streams.

  X  

DEP 
Chesapeake Bay 
Financial Assistance 
Funding Program 
Grants 

717-783-7577 Farmers who voluntarily 
agree to implement a 
nutrient management 
program and own land 
within all or parts of 
41 counties comprising the
Bay watershed in 
Pennsylvania. 

 X X  



 

 

SOURCE OF 
ASSISTANCE 

 
WORK 

NUMBER 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

OF PROGRAM 
ASSESS-

MENT PLANNING 

IMPLE-
MENTA-

TION OTHER *
DEP 
PA Environmental 
Education Grants 
Program 

717-772-1828 Provides financial support 
for projects that design, 
demonstrate or 
disseminate environmental
education practices, 
methods or techniques.  

 X X X 

DEP 
Coastal Zone 
Management 
Program 
Harrisburg, PA 

717-772-4785 Grants for planning and 
construction in the Lake 
Erie and the Delaware 
Estuary Coastal Zones. 

X X X  

DEP 
Environmental 
Stewardship and 
Watershed Protection 
Grant Program 
Harrisburg, PA 

717-787-5259 Grants focus on nonpoint 
source pollution and 
watersheds: acid mine 
drainage abatement, 
mine cleanup efforts, well 
plugging, planning and 
implementing local 
watershed-based 
conservation efforts 
(formerly 
WRAP+WRPA). 

 X X X 

DEP 
Great Lakes 
Protection Fund 
Northwest Regional 
Office 
Meadville, PA 

814-332-6816 
For regional 
(Great Lakes 
Basin) projects 
call 312-201-
0660 and local 
(specific to 
Great Lakes 
area of 
Pennsylvania) 
projects call 
814-332-6816.   

Small planning grants and 
natural resource grants for 
regional and local efforts. 

 X X  

DEP 
Nonpoint Source 
Management 
(EPA 319) Program 
Harrisburg, PA 

717-787-5259 Grants for planning and 
nonpoint source pollution 
control projects.   

X X X X 

DEP 
Pennsylvania 
Wetland 
Replacement Project 
Harrisburg, PA 

717-787-6827 Grants for restoring 
wetlands, riparian 
corridors and other 
aquatic systems within the 
Commonwealth. 

 X X  

DEP 
Stormwater 
Management 
Program 
Harrisburg, PA 

717-787-6827 Watershed planning for 
stormwater control 
(counties) and 
implementation of 
programs at local levels 
(municipalities). 

X X X  

DEP 
Watershed 
Assessment Grant 
Harrisburg, PA 

717-787-7007 Grant(s) to assess the 
impacts to a watershed 
from abandoned mine 
drainage. 

X   X 



 

 

SOURCE OF 
ASSISTANCE 

 
WORK 

NUMBER 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

OF PROGRAM 
ASSESS-

MENT PLANNING 

IMPLE-
MENTA-

TION OTHER *
U.S. EPA 
Environmental 
Education Grants 
Region III 
Philadelphia, PA 

215-566-5546 Grants awarded to small 
nonprofit groups for 
various projects in 
Region III. 

 X X  

U.S. EPA 
National Estuary 
Grant Program 

202-260-6502 Supports the development 
of programs to protect 
coastal watersheds in 
estuaries of national 
significance, including the 
Delaware Estuary in 
Pennsylvania. 

 X   

U.S. EPA 
Sustainable 
Development 
Challenge Grants 
(SDCG)  

206-553-2634 Grants to support 
communities in 
establishing partnerships 
to encourage 
environmentally and 
economically sustainable 
practices. 

   X 

U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency 
Chesapeake Bay 
Program Office 
Region III 410 Severn 
Avenue, Suite 109 
Annapolis, MD  
21403 

800-968-7229 
410-267-5700 

This program supports 
communities undertaking 
small-scale watershed 
projects for the benefit of 
the Chesapeake Bay and 
its rivers. 

 X X  

U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency 
Chesapeake Bay 
Program Office 
Region III 410 Severn 
Avenue, Suite 109 
Annapolis, MD  
21403 

800-968-7229 The Chesapeake Bay 
Program (CBP) awards 
grants to reduce and 
prevent pollution and 
improve the living 
resources in the 
Chesapeake Bay.  Grants 
are awarded for 
implementation projects, 
as well as for research, 
monitoring, and other 
related activities. 

X X X X 

U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency 
Office of Wetlands, 
Oceans, and 
Watersheds (4501F) 
Ariel Rios Building 
1200 Pennsylvania 
Avenue NW 
Washington, DC  
20460 

202-260-4538 EPA establishes a 
cooperative agreement 
with one or more nonprofit 
organization(s) or other 
eligible entities to support 
watershed partnership 
organizational 
development and long-
term effectiveness.  
Funding supports 
organizational 
development and capacity 
building for watershed 
partnerships with diverse 
membership. 

 X X  



 

 

SOURCE OF 
ASSISTANCE 

 
WORK 

NUMBER 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

OF PROGRAM 
ASSESS-

MENT PLANNING 

IMPLE-
MENTA-

TION OTHER *
U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency 
Office of Wetlands, 
Oceans, and 
Watersheds (4502F) 
Ariel Rios Building 
1200 Pennsylvania 
Avenue NW 
Washington, DC  
20460 

202-260-4538 This Five-Star Program 
seeks to support 
restoration projects in 
500 watersheds by 2005, 
a key action of the Clean 
Water Action Plan.  
Competitive projects will 
have a strong 
on-the-ground habitat 
restoration component 
that provides long-term 
ecological, educational, 
and/or socioeconomic 
benefits to the people and 
their community. 

X X X  

U.S.Environmental 
Protection Agency 
Office of Wetlands, 
Oceans, and 
Watersheds (4501F) 
Ariel Rios Building 
1200 Pennsylvania 
Avenue NW 
Washington, DC  
20460 

202-260-4538 Grants to support 
cooperative agreements 
with one or more non-
profit organization(s) or 
other eligible entities for 
watershed partnership 
organizational 
development. 

 X   

American Canoe 
Association 
Springfield, VA 

703-451-0141 May provide funding for 
various watershed-related 
projects including starting 
groups and lobbying. 

X X  X 

Canaan Valley 
Institute, 
West Virginia 

304-463-4739 
800-922-3601 

Promotes the 
development and growth 
of local associations 
committed to improving or 
maintaining the natural 
resources of their 
watersheds, in the Mid-
Atlantic Highlands portions
of PA, MD, VA and all of 
WV. 

X X X X 

Charles A. and Anne 
Morrow Lindburgh 
Foundation 
Minneapolis, MN 

612-338-1703 Grants for research and 
educational projects that 
promote a balance 
between advance of 
technology and 
preservation of the 
human/natural 
environment in areas 
including water resources.

 X  X 

Chesapeake Bay 
Program 
National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation 
1120 Connecticut 
Avenue, Suite 900 
Washington, DC  
20036 

202-857-0166 Support and development 
of local watershed 
management plans that 
address water quality or 
promote locally-based 
protection and restoration 
efforts. 

X X X  



 

 

SOURCE OF 
ASSISTANCE 

 
WORK 

NUMBER 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

OF PROGRAM 
ASSESS-

MENT PLANNING 

IMPLE-
MENTA-

TION OTHER *
Chesapeake Bay 
Small Watershed 
Grants Program 
National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation 
1120 Connecticut 
Avenue, Suite 900 
Washington, DC  
20036 

202-857-0166 This program supports 
communities undertaking 
small-scale watershed 
projects.  Grants range 
from $1,000 to $35,000 to 
local governments and 
community groups for 
education and 
demonstration projects to 
protect watersheds. 

X X X X 

Coldwater Heritage 
Partnership 
Harrisburg, PA 

717-787-2316 Grants for prioritizing 
watersheds in need of 
protection, for assessment 
of coldwater ecosystems 
and for the development 
of watershed conservation 
plans. 

X X X X 

Dirt and Gravel Road 
Maintenance 
Program  

Your Local 
County 
Conservation 
District 

For maintenance of dirt 
and gravel roads - to 
minimize the impacts of 
erosion and sedimentation 
pollution and fugitive dust 
on Pennsylvania’s 
streams.  

 X X X 

Fish America 
Foundation 
Alexandria, VA 

703-548-6338 Grants awarded for: 
stream bank stabilization 
materials, instream habitat 
improvements, contracted 
heavy equipment, and 
stream morphology work. 

  X  

LWV of Pennsylvania 
Mini Grant 
Harrisburg, PA 

800-692-7281 Grants for community 
oriented educational 
projects (watershed or 
drinking water supply), 
e.g. web site design, 
signage, workshops, 
development of 
publications, printing, etc. 

   X 

PACD 
Nonpoint Source 
Pollution Education 
Mini Project Grant  

717-545-8878 Small grants for 
Pennsylvania-based, 
grassroots educational 
projects that address 
nonpoint source 
watershed concepts. 

 X X X 

PACD 
Pennsylvania 
Chesapeake Bay 
Educational Mini 
Projects Grant 
Harrisburg, PA 

717-545-8878 Grants for workshops, 
displays/exhibits, visual 
aids; development of 
publications, fact sheets; 
and events, e.g. water 
studies (monitoring) and 
stream reclamation 
projects for groups 
working in the 
Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed. 

X X X X 



 

 

SOURCE OF 
ASSISTANCE 

 
WORK 

NUMBER 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

OF PROGRAM 
ASSESS-

MENT PLANNING 

IMPLE-
MENTA-

TION OTHER *
Pennsylvania 
Department of 
Community and 
Economic 
Development 

888-223-6837 Financial assistance may 
include:  preparing 
environmental protection 
or physical development 
strategies or special 
studies that will support 
comprehensive land use 
planning.  The application 
of advanced technology 
such as Geographic 
Information Systems 
(GIS). 

 X X  

National Park Service 
Rivers, Trails and 
Conservation 
Assistance Program 
Philadelphia, PA 

215-597-1581 The National Park Service 
works with communities to 
conserve land and river 
resources, and provides 
funding for various 
projects dealing with the 
conservation of these 
resources including the 
development of trails and 
greenways. 

 X X  

The Greater 
Harrisburg 
Foundation 
Harrisburg, PA 

717-236-5040 Grants awarded to groups 
for environmental projects. 
Special foundation grants 
set up for specific 
environmental projects by 
specific donors.  The 
foundation serves 
southcentral 
Pennsylvania. 

 X X  

The Leo Model 
Foundation, Inc. 
Philadelphia, PA 

215-546-8058 Grants for habitat 
conservation, watershed 
conservation, and species 
preservation in the USA 
and other countries.  
Primary focus is in foreign 
countries and limited to 
southeastern 
Pennsylvania. 

 X X  

The William Penn 
Foundation 
Philadelphia, PA 

215-988-1830 Grants to preserve natural 
areas, including 
environmental education 
and planning within the 
foundation’s geographic 
area (primarily 
southeastern 
Pennsylvania). 

 X X X 



 

 

SOURCE OF 
ASSISTANCE 

 
WORK 

NUMBER 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

OF PROGRAM 
ASSESS-

MENT PLANNING 

IMPLE-
MENTA-

TION OTHER *
Vira I. Heinz 
Endowment 
Pittsburgh, PA 

814-669-4847 Provides funds to the 
Western Pennsylvania 
Watershed Protection 
Program to implement 
comprehensive ecosystem 
management programs in 
selected western 
Pennsylvania watersheds. 
In addition, small matching 
grants are provided to 
DCNR for the Coldwater 
Heritage Program. 

 X X X 

Western PA 
Conservancy 
RR 1, Box 152 
Huntingdon, PA  
16611 

814-669-4847 Provides funding to 
grassroots organizations 
and watershed 
associations for site 
specific watershed 
remediation in western 
Pennsylvania, and 
provides funding for 
restoration of riparian 
buffer zones and 
preservation of 
watersheds. 

X X X X 

Western 
Pennsylvania 
Watershed Protection 
Program sponsored 
by the Howard Heinz 
Endowments 

814-669-4847 Provides funding to 
grassroots organizations 
and watershed 
associations for site-
specific watershed 
remediation in western 
Pennsylvania. 

X X X  

U.S. Department of 
Agriculture 
Natural Resource 
Conservation Service 
P.O. Box 2890 
Washington, DC 
20013-9770 

202-720-3534 Technical assistance and 
cost sharing for 
implementation of 
NRCS-authorized 
watershed plans.  
Technical assistance on 
watershed surveys and 
planning. 

X X X  

U.S. Department of 
the Interior 
Office of Surface 
Mining 
Division of 
Reclamation Support 
1951 Constitution 
Avenue, NW 
Washington DC  
20240 

202-208-2937 The Abandoned Mine 
Land Reclamation (AMLR) 
Program is designed to 
protect and correct 
environmental damage 
caused by coal and, to a 
limited extent, noncoal 
practices that occurred 
prior to August 3, 1977.  
AMLR provides for the 
restoration of eligible 
lands and waters mined 
and abandoned or left 
inadequately restored. 

  X  



 

 

SOURCE OF 
ASSISTANCE 

 
WORK 

NUMBER 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

OF PROGRAM 
ASSESS-

MENT PLANNING 

IMPLE-
MENTA-

TION OTHER *
U.S Department of 
the Interior 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service 
North America 
Waterfowl and 
Wetlands Office 
(NAWWO) 
4401 North Fairfax 
Drive, Room 110 
Arlington, VA  22203 

703-358-1784 The North American 
Wetlands Conservation 
Act of 1989 provides 
matching grants to carry 
out wetlands conservation 
projects in the United 
States, Canada and 
Mexico.  Both the 
standard and small grants 
programs help deliver 
funding to on-the-ground 
projects through 
protection, restoration or 
enhancement of an array 
of wetland habitats. 

  X  

U.S. Department of 
Commerce 
National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric 
Administration 
National Ocean 
Service 
1305 East-West 
Highway 
Silver Spring, MD  
20910 

301-713-3155 
x195 

This program assists 
states in implementing 
and enhancing Coastal 
Zone Management (CZM) 
programs that have been 
approved by the Secretary 
of Commerce.  Funds are 
available in areas such as 
coastal wetlands 
management and 
protection, natural hazards
management, public 
access improvements, 
reduction of marine debris, 
assessment of impacts of 
coastal growth and 
development, special area 
management planning, 
regional management 
issues, and demonstration 
projects with potential to 
improve coastal zone 
management. 

X X X X 

U.S. Department of 
Commerce 
National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric 
Administration 
National Sea Grant 
College Program 
1315 East-West 
Highway 
Silver Spring, MD  
20910 

301-713-2448 The National Sea Grant 
College Program 
encourages the wise use 
and stewardship of our 
marine resources and 
coastal environment 
through research, 
education, outreach and 
technology transfer. 

   X 



 

 

SOURCE OF 
ASSISTANCE 

 
WORK 

NUMBER 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

OF PROGRAM 
ASSESS-

MENT PLANNING 

IMPLE-
MENTA-

TION OTHER *
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture 
Cooperative State 
Research, Education, 
and Extension 
Service 
Ag Box 2201 
Washington, DC  
20250-22021 

202-401-5971 This program is targeted 
directly to the identification 
and resolution of 
agriculture-related 
degradation of water 
quality. 

 X X  

Headquarters:  U.S. 
Department of 
Agriculture 
Farm Service Agency 
Conservation 
Reserve Program 
Stop 0513 
Washington, DC  
20250-0513 

202-720-6221 (CRP) is a voluntary 
program that offers 
long-term rental payments 
and cost-share assistance 
to establish long-term, 
resource-conserving cover 
on environmentally 
sensitive cropland or, in 
some cases, marginal 
pastureland. 

   X 

U.S. Department of 
Agriculture 
Natural Resource 
Conservation Service 
One Credit Union 
Place, Suite 340 
Harrisburg, PA  
17110-2993 

717-237-2238 Non-profit public/private 
partnership involving local 
community members 
working voluntarily on a 
multi-county basis to 
resolve environmental 
issues and develop 
opportunities for rural 
development.  Technical 
and financial assistance is 
available in the form of 
grants, loans and other 
funding. 

 X X  

U.S. Department of 
Agriculture 
Natural Resource 
Conservation Service 
PO Box 2890 
Washington, DC  
20013-9770 

202-720-1873 The Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program 
(EQIP) was established to 
provide a single, voluntary 
conservation program for 
farmers and ranchers to 
address significant natural 
resource needs and 
objectives. 

 X X X 

U.S. Department of 
Agriculture 
Natural Resource 
Conservation Service 
P.O. Box 2890 
Washington, DC  
20013-9770 

202-720-3534 This program provides 
technical and financial 
assistance to address 
resources and related 
economic problems on a 
watershed basis.  Projects 
related to watershed 
protection, flood 
prevention, water supply, 
water quality, erosion and 
sediment control, wetland 
creation and restoration, 
fish and wildlife habitat 
enhancement, and public 
recreation are eligible for 
assistance. 

 X X  



 

 

SOURCE OF 
ASSISTANCE 

 
WORK 

NUMBER 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

OF PROGRAM 
ASSESS-

MENT PLANNING 

IMPLE-
MENTA-

TION OTHER *
U.S.D.A. Natural 
Resources 
Conservation Service 
One Credit Union 
Place, Suite 340 
Harrisburg, PA  
17110-2993 

717-237-2210 This voluntary program 
provides Wetlands 
Reserve Program 
landowners with financial 
incentives to restore and 
protect wetlands in 
exchange for retiring 
marginal agricultural land.  
Landowners voluntarily 
limit future use of the land, 
but retain private 
ownership. 

  X  

U.S. Watershed 
Protection and Flood 
Prevention Program 
“Small Watershed 
Program” 

Your local 
NRCS Office 

This program provides 
technical assistance and 
cost sharing for 
implementation of NRCS-
authorized watershed 
plans, as well as 
watershed surveys and 
planning. 

 X  X 

U.S.D.A. 
Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
One Credit Union 
Place, Suite 340 
Harrisburg, PA  
17110-2993 

717-237-2210 Soil and Water 
Conservation Assistance 
is a voluntary effort for 
farmers and ranchers that 
provides cost share and 
incentive payments to 
address threats to soil, 
water and related natural 
resources. 

   X 

U.S.D.A. 
Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
One Credit Union 
Place, Suite 340 
Harrisburg, PA  
17110-2993 

717-237-2210 The Emergency 
Watershed Protection 
Program provides 
assistance to owners, 
managers and users of 
public, private or tribal 
lands if their watershed 
has been damaged by a 
natural disaster. 

  X X 

U.S.D.A. 
Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
One Credit Union 
Place, Suite 340 
Harrisburg, PA  
17110-2993 

717-237-2210 The Resource 
Conservation and 
Development Program 
(RC&D) program provides 
a way for local residents to
actively solve economic, 
environmental and social 
problems.  Assistance is 
available for planning and 
installation of approved 
projects. 

 X X  

U.S.D.A. 
Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
One Credit Union 
Place, Suite 340 
Harrisburg, PA  
17110-2993 

717-237-2210 The Wildlife Habitat 
Incentive Program (WHIP) 
is a voluntary program for 
people who want to 
develop and improve 
wildlife habitat on private 
lands. 

 X   



 

 

SOURCE OF 
ASSISTANCE 

 
WORK 

NUMBER 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

OF PROGRAM 
ASSESS-

MENT PLANNING 

IMPLE-
MENTA-

TION OTHER *
U.S.D.A. 
Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
One Credit Union 
Place, Suite 340 
Harrisburg, PA  
17110-2993 

717-237-2210 The Rural Abandoned 
Mine Program (RAMP) 
was established to protect 
people and the 
environment from past 
coal mining practices. 

 X X  

County Conservation 
District Offices 

See Local 
Listings 

The Agriculture-Linked 
Investment Program 
(AgriLink) is a low interest 
loan program established 
by the state Treasury to 
assist operators in the 
implementation of 
approved nutrient 
management plans.  Low 
interest loan funds are 
provided for the 
implementation of Best 
Management Practices 
(BMP’s) identified in an 
approved nutrient 
management plan. 

 X X  

U.S.D.A. – Farm 
Service Agency 
One Credit Union 
Place, Suite 320 
Harrisburg, PA  
17110-2994 

717-237-2113 The Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement 
Program (CREP) is a 
state/federal conservation 
partnership program 
targeted to address 
specific state and 
nationally significant water 
quality, soil erosion and 
wildlife habitat issues 
related to agricultural use.  
The program uses 
financial incentives to 
encourage farmers to 
remove lands from 
agricultural production. 

 X X  

U.S.D.A. 
Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
One Credit Union 
Place, Suite 340 
Harrisburg, PA  
17110-2993 

717-237-2210 The Conservation 
Technical Assistance 
Program (CTA) assists 
landowners, communities, 
units of state and local 
government in planning 
and implementing 
conservation systems. 

 X X  

Ducks Unlimited Inc. Western PA 
814-836-3458 
Eastern PA 
570-476-5398 

The PA Habitat 
Stewardship Program 
assists applicants with 
stream bank and wetland 
fencing projects. 

 X X  

PA Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation 

717-737-8622 The Stream Bank Fencing 
Program provides funding 
for installation of fencing 
along streams. 

 X X  

 



 

 

Further References: 

 1. A Guidebook of Financial Tools.  Produced by the EPA Environmental Financial Advisory Board and the 
Environmental Finance Center.  Web address:  http://www.epa.gov/efinpage/guidebk/guindex.htm. 

Go to Media Projects & Programs, then General Interest, then Financial Program. 

 2. Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance.  U.S. General Services Administration.  Web address:  
http://www.gsa.gov/fdac.htm. 

 3. Wetland and Riparian Stewardship in PA - A Guide to Voluntary Options for Landowners, Local 
Governments and Organizations.  The guide lists various technical and financial assistance programs 
available to reduce impacts from nonpoint source pollution.  Contact the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay at 
717-236-8825. 

 4. 1997 Directory of Funding Sources for Grassroots, River and Watershed Groups.  This is a directory of 
foundations and others that fund watershed efforts.  It is available for $35 from River Network at 800-423-
6747 or e-mail rivernet2@aol.com. 

 5. Consideration of performance of a Community Environmental Project (CEP) instead of civil penalties in 
certain cases where the alleged violator has suggested a CEP.  DEP will coordinate with local government 
and groups to identify appropriate projects.  Contact your local DEP regional office for more information. 

 6. For information about training regarding grant proposal writing and winning grants, contact the Nonprofit 
Management Development Center, LaSalle University, Philadelphia at 215-951-1701.  A cost is associated 
with the training. 

 7. Your local library has information about grants, including the Environmental Grant Making Foundations 
Book.  Some libraries, including the Dauphin County Library System with several branches in Harrisburg, 
have a computer database that can be searched by subject for funding sources pertaining to watersheds or 
streams. 

 8. The United Environment Fund fosters growth of environmental organizations throughout the United States 
by helping them develop a stronger, more diversified funding base.  Web address:  http://www.uef.org 

 9. The Foundation Center is an independent, nonprofit information clearinghouse that collects, organizes, 
analyzes and disseminates information about foundations, corporate giving, etc.  They maintain five 
foundation libraries throughout the United States, and they have cooperating collections of information 
located in public libraries including some in Pennsylvania.  In addition to publications and supplementary 
materials, some libraries provide other services for grant seekers.  For information about these cooperating 
collections call 1-800-424-9836.  Foundation Web address:  http://www.fdncenter.org 

 10. Catalog of Federal Funding Sources for Watershed Protection, USEPA. 1997, provides information on 
federal funding programs for watershed protection and local-level watershed projects.  Call the National 
Center for Environmental Publications and Information at 513-489-8190 or 800-490-9198, ask for EPA 
Document 841-B-97-008. 

 11. Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) is a non-profit public-private partnership involving local 
community members working voluntarily on a multi-county basis to resolve issues and develop 
opportunities for rural development.  RC&D encourages local units of government and non-profit 
organizations to develop programs to improve their resources.  RC&Ds can help secure technical and 
financial assistance in the form of grants, loans and other funding.  Contact your local RC&D Council (or 
NRCS at 717-237-2203) for the specific application procedures of the program in your area. 

* “Other” category includes research, education, publication, etc. 
 
For more information, visit DEP’s Web site at www.depweb.state.pa.us, keyword:  Watershed Publications. 
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AN ACT

Providing for the regulation of land and water use for flood control
and storm water management purposes, imposing duties and
conferring powers on the Department of Environmental Resources,
municipalities and counties, providing for enforcement, and making
appropriations.
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The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Storm Water

Management Act."

Section 2. Statement of legislative findings.
The General Assembly finds that:
(1) Inadequate management of accelerated runoff of storm

water resulting from development throughout a watershed increases
flood flows and velocities, contributes to erosion and sedimentation,
overtaxes the carrying capacity of streams and storm sewers, greatly
increases the cost of public facilities to carry and control storm water,
undermines flood plain management and flood control efforts in
downstream communities, reduces ground>water recharge, and
threatens public health and safety.

(2) A comprehensive program of storm water management,
including reasonable regulation of development and activities
causing accelerated runoff, is fundamental to the public health, safety
and welfare and the protection of the people of the Commonwealth,
their resources and the environment.

Section 3. Purpose and policy.
The policy and purpose of this act is to:
(1) Encourage planning and management of storm water

runoff in each watershed which is consistent with sound water and
land use practices.

(2) Authorize a comprehensive program of storm water
management designated to preserve and restore the flood carrying
capacity of Commonwealth streams; to preserve to the maximum
extent practicable natural storm water runoff regimes and natural
course, current and cross>section of water of the Commonwealth; and
to protect and conserve ground waters and ground>water recharge
areas.

(3) Encourage local administration and management of storm
water consistent with the Commonwealth's duty as trustee of natural
resources and the people's constitutional right to the preservation of
natural, economic, scenic, aesthetic, recreational and historic values of
the environment.

Section 4. Definitions.
The following words and phrases when used in this act shall

have, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, the meanings
given to them in this section:
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"Department."  The Department of Environmental Resources of
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

"Municipality."  A city, borough, town or township, or any
county or other governmental unit when acting as an agent thereof,
or any combination thereof acting jointly.

"Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code."  The act of July!31,
1968 (P.L.805, No!247), as amended.

"Person."  An individual, partnership, public or private
association or corporation, firm, trust, estate, municipality,
governmental unit, public utility or any other legal entity whatsoever
which is recognized by law as the subject of rights and duties.
Whenever used in any section prescribing or imposing a penalty, the
term "person" shall include the members of a partnership, the
officers, members, servants and agents of an association, officers,
agents and servants of a corporation, and the officers of a
municipality or county, but shall exclude any department, board,
bureau or agency of the Commonwealth.

"Public utility service."  The rendering of the following services
for the public:

(1) gas, electricity or steam production, generation,
transmission or distribution;

(2) water diversion, pumping, impoundment, or distribution;
(3) railroad transportation of passengers or property;
(4) operation of a canal, turnpike, tunnel, bridge, wharf or

similar structure;
(5)  transportation of natural or artificial gas, crude oil, gasoline

or petroleum products, materials for refrigeration or other fluid
substances by pipeline or conduit;

(6) telephone or telegraph communications; and
(7) sewage collection, treatment or disposal.
"Storm water."  Drainage runoff from the surface of the land

resulting from precipitation or snow or ice melt.
"Watershed."  The entire region or area drained by a river or

other body of water, whether natural or artificial.
"Watershed storm water plan."  A plan for storm water

management adopted by a county in accordance with section 5.

Compiler's Note:  The Department of Environmental Resources,
referred to in the def. of "department," was abolished by Act!18 of
1995. Its functions were transferred to the Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources and the Department of
Environmental Protection.
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Section 5. Watershed storm water plans and contents.
(a) Within two years following the promulgation of guidelines

by the department pursuant to section!14, each county shall prepare
and adopt a watershed storm water management plan for each
watershed located in the county as designated by the department, in
consultation with the municipalities located within each watershed,
and shall periodically review and revise such plan at least every five
years. The department may, for good cause shown, grant an extension
of time to any county for the preparation and adoption of a
watershed storm water management plan.

(b) Each watershed storm water plan shall include, but is not
limited to:

(1) a survey of existing runoff characteristics in small as
well as large storms, including the impact of soils, slopes, vegetation
and existing development;

(2) a survey of existing significant obstructions and their
capacities;

(3) an assessment of projected and alternative land
development patterns in the watershed, and the potential impact of
runoff quantity, velocity and quality;

(4) an analysis of present and projected development in
flood hazard areas, and its sensitivity to damages from future
flooding or increased runoff;

(5) a survey of existing drainage problems and proposed
solutions;

(6) a review of existing and proposed storm water
collection systems and their impacts;

(7) an assessment of alternative runoff control techniques
and their efficiency in the particular watershed;

(8) an identification of existing and proposed State,
Federal and local flood control projects located in the watershed and
their design capacities;

(9) a designation of those areas to be served by storm
water collection and control facilities within a ten>year period, an
estimate of the design capacity and costs of such facilities, a schedule
and proposed methods of financing the development, construction
and operation of such facilities, and an identification of the existing or
proposed institutional arrangements to implement and operate the
facilities;

(10) an identification of flood plains within the watershed;
(11) criteria and standards for the control of storm water

runoff from existing and new development which are necessary to
minimize dangers to property and life and carry out the purposes of
this act;
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(12) priorities for implementation of action within each
plan; and

(13) provisions for periodically reviewing, revising and
updating the plan.

(c) Each watershed storm water plan shall:
(1) contain such provisions as are reasonably necessary to

manage storm water such that development or activities in each
municipality within the watershed do not adversely affect health,
safety and property in other municipalities within the watershed and
in basins to which the watershed is tributary; and

(2)  consider and be consistent with other existing
municipal, county, regional and State environmental and land use
plans.

Section 6.  Municipal and public participation in watershed planning.
(a) The county shall establish, in conjunction with each

watershed storm water planning program, a watershed plan advisory
committee composed of at least one representative from each
municipality within the watershed, the county soil and water
conservation district and such other agencies or groups as are
necessary and proper to carry out the purposes of the committee.

(b) Each committee shall be responsible for advising the county
throughout the planning process, evaluating policy and project
alternatives, coordinating the watershed storm water plans with
other municipal plans and programs, and reviewing the plan prior to
adoption.

(c) Prior to adoption, each plan shall be reviewed by the
official planning agency and governing body of each municipality, the
county planning commission and regional planning agencies for
consistency with other plans and programs affecting the watershed.
All such reviews shall be submitted to the department with the
proposed plan.

Section 7. Joint plans and coordination of planning.
Where a watershed includes land in more than one county, the

department may require the affected counties to prepare, adopt and
submit a joint plan for the entire watershed.

Section 8. Adoption and amendment.
(a) Prior to adoption or amendment of a watershed storm

water plan, the county shall hold a public hearing pursuant to public
notice of not less than two weeks. The notice shall contain a brief
summary of the principal provisions of the plan, and a reference to the
places within each affected municipality where copies may be
examined or purchased at cost.
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(b) Adoption or amendment of the plan shall be by resolution
carried by an affirmative vote of at least a majority of the members of
the county governing body. The resolution shall refer expressly to the
maps, charts, textual matter and other materials intended to form the
whole or part of the official plan, or amendment thereto, and the
action shall be recorded on the adopted plan, part or amendment.

Section 9. Review and approval by the department.
(a) The department shall, in consultation with the Department

of Community Affairs, review all watershed storm water plans and
revisions or amendments thereto. It shall approve the plan if it
determines:

(1) that the plan is consistent with municipal flood plain
management plans, State programs which regulate dams,
encroachments, and water obstructions, and State and Federal flood
control programs; and

(2) that the plan is compatible with other watershed
storm water plans for the basin in which the watershed is located, and
is consistent with the policies and purposes of this act.

(b) Should the department neither approve or disapprove a
watershed plan or amendment or revision thereto within 90 days of its
submission to the department, the plan or amendment or revision
shall be deemed to be approved.

(c) Any person aggrieved by a final decision of the department
approving or disapproving a watershed plan or amendment thereto,
may appeal the decision to the Environmental Hearing Board in
accordance with the provisions of section 1921>A of the act of April 9,
1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as "The Administrative Code of 1929,"
and the "Administrative Agency Law." ((c) repealed in part Oct. 5,
1980, P.L.693, No.142)

Section 10. Failure to submit plan; mandamus.
The department may institute an action in mandamus to compel

counties to adopt and submit plans in accordance with this act. (10
repealed in part Oct. 5, 1980, P.L.693, No.!142 and repealed insofar as
inconsistent Oct.!15, 1980, P.L.950, No.!164)

Section 11. Effect of watershed storm water plans.
(a) After adoption and approval of a watershed storm water

plan in accordance with this act, the location, design and construction
within the watershed of storm water management systems,
obstructions, flood control projects, subdivisions and major land
developments, highways and transportation facilities, facilities for the
provision of public utility services and facilities owned or financed in
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whole or in part by funds from the Commonwealth shall be conducted
in a manner consistent with the watershed storm water plan.

(b) Within six months following adoption and approval of the
watershed storm water plan, each municipality shall adopt or amend,
and shall implement such ordinances and regulations, including
zoning, subdivision and development, building code, and erosion and
sedimentation ordinances, as are necessary to regulate development
within the municipality in a manner consistent with the applicable
watershed storm water plan and the provisions of this act.

Section 12. Failure of municipalities to adopt implementing
ordinances.

(a) If the department finds that a municipality has failed to
adopt or amend, and implement such ordinances and regulations as
required by section 11, the department shall provide written notice of
violation to the municipality.

(b) Within 60!days of receipt of the notice of violation, the
municipality shall report to the department the action which it is
taking to comply with the requirement or regulation.

(c) If within 180!days of receipt of the notice of violation, the
municipality has failed to comply with such requirement or
regulation, as determined by the department, the department shall
notify the State Treasurer to withhold payment of all funds payable to
the municipality from the General Fund. Provided, that prior to any
withholding of funds, the department shall give both notice to the
municipality of its intention to notify the State Treasurer to withhold
payment of funds and the right to appeal the decision of the
department within the 180>day period following notification. The
hearing shall be conducted before the Environmental Hearing Board
in accordance with the provisions of the act of April!9, 1929 (P.L.177,
No.!175), known as "The Administrative Code of 1929," and
Chapters!5 and 7 of Title!2 (Administrative Law and Procedure), of the
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes. If an appeal is filed within the
180>day period, funds shall not be withheld from the municipality
until the appeal is decided.

(d) Any person, other than a municipality, aggrieved by an
action of the department shall have the right within 30!days of receipt
of notice of such action to appeal such action to the Environmental
Hearing Board, pursuant to section 1921>A, act of April!9, 1929
(P.L.177, No.!175), known as "The Administrative Code of 1929," and
the provisions of Chapters!5 and 7 of Title!2 (Administrative Law and
Procedure) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes.

Section 13.  Duty of persons engaged in the development of land.
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Any landowner and any person engaged in the alteration or
development of land which may affect storm water runoff
characteristics shall implement such measures consistent with the
provisions of the applicable watershed storm water plan as are
reasonably necessary to prevent injury to health, safety or other
property. Such measures shall include such actions as are required:

(1) to assure that the maximum rate of storm water
runoff is no greater after development than prior to development
activities; or

(2) to manage the quantity, velocity and direction of
resulting storm water runoff in a manner which otherwise adequately
protects health and property from possible injury.

Section 14. Powers and duties of the Department of Environmental
Resources.

(a) The Department of Environmental Resources shall have the
power and its duty shall be to:

(1) Coordinate the management of storm water in the
Commonwealth.

(2) Provide in cooperation with the Department of
Community Affairs technical assistance to counties and municipalities
in implementing this act.

(3) After notice and public hearing and subject to the
requirements of subsection!(b) of this section, publish guidelines for
storm water management, and model storm water ordinances for use
by counties and municipalities.

(4) Review, in cooperation with the Department of
Community Affairs, and approve all watershed plans and revisions
thereto.

(5) Cooperate with appropriate agencies of the United
States or of other states or any interstate agencies with respect to the
planning and management of storm water.

(6) Serve as the agency of the Commonwealth for the
receipt of moneys from the Federal Government or other public or
private agencies or persons and expend such moneys as appropriated
by the General Assembly for studies and research with respect to
planning and management of storm water.

(7) Conduct studies and research regarding the causes,
effects and hazards of storm water and methods for storm water
management.

(8) Conduct and supervise educational programs with
respect to storm water management.

(9) Require the submission of records and periodic reports
by county and municipal agencies as necessary to carry out the
purposes of this act.
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(10) After notice and hearing and with the approval of the
Environmental Quality Board, designate watersheds for the purpose
of this act.

(11) Do such other acts consistent with this act required to
carry out the purposes and policies of this act.

(b) The guidelines for storm water management and model
storm water ordinances shall be submitted to the General Assembly
for approval or disapproval and shall be considered by the General
Assembly under the procedures created for consideration of
Reorganization Plan provided in the act of April!7, 1955 (P.L.23, No.!8),
known as the "Reorganization Act of 1955."

Compiler's Note:  Section!502(c) of Act!18 of 1995, which created the
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources and renamed the
Department of Environmental Resources as the Department of
Environmental Protection, provided that the Environmental Quality
Board shall have the powers and duties currently vested in it, except as
vested in the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources by
Act 18 of 1995, which powers and duties include those set forth in
section 14.

Section 15. Civil remedies.
(a) Any activity conducted in violation of the provisions of this

act or of any watershed storm water plan, regulations or ordinances
adopted hereunder, is hereby declared a public nuisance.

(b) Suits to restrain, prevent or abate violation of this act or of
any watershed storm water plan, regulations or ordinances adopted
hereunder, may be instituted in equity or at law by the department,
any affected county or municipality, or any aggrieved person. Except
in cases of emergency where, in the opinion of the court, the
circumstances of the case require immediate abatement of the
unlawful conduct, the court may, in its decree, fix a reasonable time
during which the person responsible for the unlawful conduct shall
correct or abate the same. The expense of such proceedings shall be
recoverable from the violator in such manner as may now or hereafter
be provided by law. ((b) repealed in part Oct. 5, 1980, P.L.693, No.!142)

(c) Any person injured by conduct which violates the provisions
of section 13 may, in addition to any other remedy provided under
this act, recover damages caused by such violation from the
landowner or other responsible person.

(15 repealed insofar as inconsistent Oct.!15, 1980, P.L.950,
No.!164)
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Section 16. Preservation of existing rights and remedies.
(a) The collection of any penalty under the provisions of this

act shall not be construed as estopping the Commonwealth, any
county, municipality or aggrieved person from proceeding in courts of
law or equity to abate nuisances under existing law or to restrain, at
law or in equity, violation of this act.

(b) It is hereby declared to be the purpose of this act to provide
additional and cumulative remedies to abate nuisances.

Section 17. Grants and reimbursements to municipalities and
counties.

(a) The Department of Environmental Resources is authorized
to administer grants to municipalities and counties to assist or
reimburse them for costs in preparing official storm water
management plans and actual administrative and enforcement and
implementation costs and revisions to official plans for storm water
management required by this act. Grants and reimbursements shall be
made from and to the extent of funds appropriated by the General
Assembly for such purposes, and shall be made in accordance to rules
and regulations adopted by the Environmental Quality Board.

(1) The grant shall be equal to 75% of the allowable costs
for preparation of official storm water management plans,
administrative, enforcement and implementation costs incurred by
any municipality or county.

(2) For the purposes of this section, such State grants shall
be in addition to grants for similar purposes made to any municipality
or county by the Federal Government: Provided, That the grants
authorized by this section shall be limited such that the total of all
State and Federal grants does not exceed 75% of the allowable costs
incurred by the municipality or county.

(b) Nothing in this section shall be construed to impair or limit
application of this act to any municipality or person, or to relieve any
municipality or person of duties imposed under this act.

(c) If, in any fiscal year, appropriations are insufficient to cover
the costs or grants and reimbursement to all municipalities and
counties eligible for such grants and reimbursements in that fiscal
year, the Department of Environmental Resources shall report such
fact to the General Assembly and shall request appropriation of funds
necessary to provide the grants authorized in this section. If such a
deficiency appropriation is not enacted, any municipality or county
which has not received the full amount of the grant for which it is
eligible under this section shall be as a first priority reimbursed from
appropriations made in the next successive fiscal year.

(17 amended May!24, 1984, P.L.324, No.!63)
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Compiler's Note:  Section!502(c) of Act!18 of 1995, which created the
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources and renamed the
Department of Environmental Resources as the Department of
Environmental Protection, provided that the Environmental Quality
Board shall have the powers and duties currently vested in it, except as
vested in the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources by
Act!18 of 1995, which powers and duties include those set forth in
section 17.

Section 18. Appropriations.
The sum of §500,000, or as much thereof as may be necessary, is
hereby appropriated for the fiscal period beginning July!1, 1978,
and ending June!30, 1979, to the Department of Environmental
Resources for the purposes of administrative and general
expenses in implementing the provisions of this act.

Compiler's Note:  The Department of Environmental Resources,
referred to in this section, was abolished by Act!18 of 1995. Its
functions were transferred to the Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources and the Department of Environmental Protection.

Section 19. Repealer and savings clause.
(a) All acts or parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby

repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.
(b) The provisions of this act shall not affect any suit or

prosecution pending or to be instituted to enforce any right or
penalty or punish any offense under the authority of any act of
Assembly or part thereof repealed by this act.

Section 20. Effective date.
This act shall take effect immediately.
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